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BRANDT ON GORBACHEV DISARMAMENT PROPOSAL 








AU231526 Vienna Television Service in German 2135 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Interview with Willy Brandt, chairman of Socialist International, by Vienna television 
reporter Gottfried Zmeck on 2] January in Vienna — recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Zmeck] Mr Brandt, a tew days ago Soviet party chief Gorbachev presented a 
disarmament proposal which, despite all reservations concerning the details, was expli- 
citly welcomed in Washington and most Western capitals. How do you assess, in view 

of this brightened horizon between the two superpowers, the chances of making substan- 
tial headway at the next summit meeting in September, and of reaching an interim agrec- 


*» 


ment . 


[Brandt] Well, first of all, it cannot be denied, I think, that this is the most far- 
reaching proposal in terms of substance that has been submitted in this area so far. On 
the other hand, one has te be cautious. Two months have passed since the Ceneva 
summit meeting and no missiles have been dismantled in this time. On the contrary, 
new missiles have been deploved by both sides. Nevertheless, I no longer consider it 
impossible that an important interim agreement on intermediate-range missiles, the 
so-called intermediate-range weapons, will come to be. 


[Zmeck] Mr Brandt, does one not have to concede, in the light of these positive 
developments, that the Americans’ insistence on SDI, on the space-based defense plans, 
has proved to be useful, at least from the viewpoint of the negotiating tactics? 


[Brandt] It is possible to see it that way. I am not quite convinced of it, all the 
more since the end of the story is still unknown. However, it is possible to put 
forth some arguments in support of this view. 


[Zmeck] Mr Brandt, the SPD is talking of a second Ostpolitik, of a second stage of 
the policy of detente that must be embarked upon. What does that mean in specific 
terms? 


[Brandt] First of all, this means from the viewpoint of the FRC that, relving on 
the foundations of the Western alliance and membership in the Common Market, it is 
necessary to try to complement that which the two superpowers will, perhaps, bring 
about. In our opinion, it is not enough for the Europeans to take only the crumbs 
that fall off the table of the big ones, but it is necessary to ask whether anvthing 
can be done by the Europeans in the East and in the West with regard to chemical 
weapons, whether the Vienna talks can finally be brought to a conclusion after all 
these years, and also the Stockholm talks on confidence-building measures. But we do 
not see this just from the military viewpoint, we believe that the development of 
economic and technological relations is also part of it, as is the development of 
cultural relations, so that the cultural identity of Europe can be preserved as much 
as possible. 
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PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION URGES JAPAN TO OPEN MARKET 





OW180147 Tokyo KYODO in English 0135 GYT 18 Jan 8&6 


[Text] Brussels, Jan 17 KYODO —- The European Parliament 18 Friday unanimously adopted 
a resolution calling for Japan to take further steps to open its market. The resoJut io: 
warned that if Japan does not react on trade, protectionist moves may regain strenet! 

in Europe and ihe United States. 


The resolution, proposed by two British parliamentarians, was regarded as a way ¢ 
help give European Commission President Jacques de Lors an effective negotiating hand 
when he visits Japan next week to discuss how to shrink the European Community's 
massive trade deficit with Japan. 


It called for Japan to set itse’f an import target. The Japanese Government refused a 
Similar request in a bilateral ministerial meeting last November in Tokyo, partly on 
the grounds that such a target would conflict with the principle of free trade. 

she resolution, however, did not include any possible retaliatory action such as 
unilateral import restrictions on Japanese products. 


The European Commission will compile a report on trade with Japan after De Lore’ 
Japanese visit, next Monday through Friday, which will be discussed by foreign 
ministers of the 12 EC member nations in February. 


$17 MILLION AID GRANT TO SUDAN, ETHIOPIA 





AU231701 Paris AFP in English 1557 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] Brussels, Jan 23 (AFP) -- The European Economic Community (FEC) today agreed 
to grant Sudan and Ethiopia 17 million dollars in emergency aid to purchase food and 
medicine for famine-stricken regions, it was announced here. 


A total of 13.5 million European currency units (ECU's) (11.88 million dollars) of the 
aid is destined for Sudan, where an estimated 4.8 million people are in need of 
immediate aid, 1.2 million of them refugees from nearby states. 


The aid is to be used for purchase of medicine, grain and other foodstuffs, and to 
finance transport to remote regions affected by drought. 
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DIPLOMATS WARN OF EAST SLOC WEAPONS STRENCTH 





AU181514 Paris AFP in English 1104 GMT 1& Jan 86 


[Text] Brussels, Jan 18 (AFF) — The elimination of nuclear weapons proposed this week 
by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev would leave liATO facing a Warsaw Pact with far 
greater conventional strength in Europe, North Atlantic Treaty Organisation diplomats 
have warned. They said Mr Gorbachev's proposal to destroy all nuclear arms by the year 
2000 would mean that NATO's conventional defence forces would need a spectacular and 
quick reinforcement. 


Using a NATO report made in 1984, the diplomats said Europe would be able to put up an 
effective defence to the Warsaw Pact only if there were strong and quick reinforcements, 
mainly from the United States. The 1984 report, which showed Warsaw Pact superiority in 
nearly every area, was based on forces in place at the time. French troops were not 
included in the study, which made the following comparisons: 


— Air: The Warsaw Pact had a total of 7,500 planes facing NATO's European zone. These 
include 2,500 fighter-bombers, 4,195 fighters, 585 reconnaissance planes and more than 
400 bombers. 


Against this NATO has about 11,000 planes including 1,960 fighter-bombers, 795 fighters 
and 235 spy planes. These could be backed up with about 1,750 fighters from the United 
States and Canada. 


— Land: Warsaw Pact armies include about four million men, 27,000 tanks, 53,000 
armoured vehicles, 20,000 artillery weapons, 18,400 anti-tank weapons and more than 
3,000 attack helicopters. This represents about 167 full time divisions plus nine 
divisions that can be moved by air. These can be backed up by about 16 reserve divi- 
sions in the Moscow, Ural and Volga military regions of the Soviet Union. 


NATO land forces have about 2.6 million men of 88 divisions, of which three are air- 
borne. There are also 12 U.S. divisions and a tank regiment, two divisions of marines 
and a mobile Canadian brigade based in North America. The alliance was to have 
strengthened its 750 battle tanks and 250 combat planes during 1985. 


— Sea: In the North Atlantic and seas bordering Europe, the East bloc has two Kiev- 
class aircraft carriers, two helicopter carries, 23 cruisers, 187 destroyers and 
frigates and 515 escort and rapid patrol craft. The U.S. Defense Department said this 
week that the first "full-fledged" Soviet carrier will be operational by 1990. The 
Soviet Union also has 246 submarines of various classes and other support craft. 


Against this NATO can line up 10 aircraft carriers, 14 cruisers, 277 cruisers and 
frigates, 192 escort and patrol craft and 197 submarines. NATO's disadvantage is 
compounded by geographical problems, which make Warsaw Pact forces more manoeuverable 
because they are in a compact block. 


NATO troops have to use long, vulnerable sea and air routes which split North America, 
mainland Europe and other outposts such as Norway and Turkey. The comparison also does 
not take into account the Pact's and NATO's worldwide strengths, notably in Asia and 
the Pacific. 


In all, the Warsaw Pact can muster about six million men (active and reserve) made up 
of about 246 divisions and 29 brigades and with 61,000 tanks and 13,000 planes. 
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ROMANIA UPSET OVER CEAUSESCU DOCUMENTARY 





AU231108 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 23 Jan % p 2 
[Special DIE PRESSE Report] 


[Text] Vienna -- In the past few days the Romanian Government has undertaken unusually 
sharp interventions at several Austrian agencies in order to prevent the broadcast ing 
of the Vienna Television Service documentary entitled “Latter-day Caesar" [Romania 
After 20 years of Ceausescu”). 


Experts describe the interventions as more intensive than anything ever undertaken by 
a foreign country. Unofficial sources even speak of Romanian threats of putting an 
end to the friendly relations with Austria as a result of the program. The Austrian 
diplomats, however, refused to take any responsibility for media reports, a custumary 
practice in cases. 


PRAGUE APOLOGIZES ABOUT BORDER INCIDENT 





AU241104 Vienna NEVE AZ in German 24 Jan 86 p 13 


[Text] On Wednesday, 22 January, about 1445, 56-year-old farmer Hermann Wegrath from 
Leopoldschlag, Upper Austria, was feeding deer close to the Austrian-CSSR border when 
suddenly four CSSR border soldiers appeared, detained him, and took him across the 
border to Ober-haid for questioning. At about 2130 the farmer was taken to the 
Wullowitz border checkpoint where he was released. 


After an initial investigation by a joint Austrian-Czechoslovak commission it is as- 
sumed that the Austrian border was violated by the CSSR soldiers. Armin Hermann, head 
Austrian delegation, declared that although the Maltsch border creek is now flowing 
in a new bed farther south, this does not affect the state border, and that Wegrath 
was clearly on the Austrian side of the border. 


The Czechoslovak side did not contest these findings. The officer in charge expressed 
his regret and assured that Prague will make every effort to prevent any recurrence 
of such incidents. 
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— BELGIUM 
—_,EXPLOSIVES POUND IN SUSPECTED TERRORIST HIDEOUTS 


—_AU231057 Paris AFP in English 1051 GMT 23 Jan 86 


.{Text] Brussels, Jan 23 (AFP) — Belgian police have found 60 kilograms (132 pounds) of 
explosives, along with weapons and documents. in two hide-outs believed to be used by 
——the extremist left-wing group Fighting Communist Cells, the daily LE SOIR reported today. 
“ae raids were on houses in Brussels and the village of Dampremy, near Charleroi, the 

Gaily said. 


|. The explosives came from a haul of some 800 kgs (1760 pounds) of TNT stolen from a 
‘quarry near Brussels last year. The weapons, including a machine gun, were stolen from 

— an Army barracks on southern Belgium last year, the report said. 

Police have seized a total of 100 kgs (220 pounds) of explosives in a series of such 
—«Taids in recent weeks. 

0 ...¢ 

«Six suspected members of the Fighting Communist Cells and the Revolutionary Front for 

~——Proletarian Action are currently under arrest. The groups claimed responsibility for 
-29 attacks on North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) related targets and banks 

— between October 1984 and last month. 
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GOVERNMENT DISSATISFIED WITH U.S. EVIDENCE ON LIBYA 


— 
—1AU232124 Paris AFP in English 2115 GMT 23 Jan 86 





»—[Text] The Hague, Jan 23 (AFP) -- A government spokesman here today said that visiting 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Whitehead, on a European tour to seek support for 
— U.S. sanctions against Libya, had failed to produce concrete evidence of Libyan 
involvement in the Rome and Vienna airport attacks. 


Although Mr Whitehead refused comment after a 75-minute meeting with Dutch Foreign 
™~Minister Hans Van den Broek, current head of the Common Market Council's rotating 
“presidency, the spokesman said the two men agreed that the United States and Europe 

should “join efforts” to combat terrorisn. 


Whitehead arrived here today from Brussels, where he repeated the U.S. claim that 
Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has international terroriem as “the principal object 
of his policy.” a 







Van den Broek was to meet later with Arab Leauge Secretary General Chedli Klibi, who 
is here to plead against the United States’ anti-Libyan sanctions. 


European governments have so far refused to follow Washington's lead in sanctioning 
Libya, although the issue will be discussed at an EDC foreign ministers’ meeting here * 


Monday. 
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KVITSINSKIY EXPLAINS CORBACHEV PROPOSAL 





Meets With Censcher 
LD221541 Hamburg DPA in German 1516 GT 22 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 22 Jan (DPA) -- The Federal Government intends to contribute to ensur- 
ing that the opportunities contained in the new Soviet disarmament proposal are caré~- 
fully examined and actively used. Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
stated this to Yuliy Kvitsinskiy, Soviet negotiator at the Geneva disarmament nego- 
tiations in Bonn today. The new starting points in the Soviet proposal ought to be 
appropriate for providing movement on the different levels of negotiations. The 
Federal Government hopes for “substantial progress” at the Geneva, Vienna, and 
Stockholm talks. 


At Moscow's instigation, Kvitsinskiy informed the Federal Government on the position 
of the Geneva negotiations. On this point he particulurly explained party chief 
Mikhail Gorbachev's new proposal according to which all nuclear weapons are to be 
eliminated within the next 15 years. A Foreign Ministry spokesman said that 
Kvitsinskiy had providei “very interesting information.” The Soviet diplomat also met 
Federal Government disarmament representative Friedrich Ruth and che chancellor's 
foreign policy adviser, Horst Teltechik. He plans to brief SPD Chairman Willy Brandt 
on Thursday. 


Comments on Geneva Talks 
DW230917 Mainz ZDF Television Network in Cerman 1800 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Interview with Yuliy Kvitsinskiy, USSR negotiator at the Geneva disarmament negot ia- 
tions, with unidentified correspondent in the “Heute” news program on 22 January in 
Bonn -- recorded) 


{Text} [Question] Ambassador Kvitsinskiy, are you content with the German reaction to 
Mikhail Gorbachev's disarmament proposal’ 


[Kviteinskiy] We had a good talks with Mr Teltechik. The reaction of the Federal 
Government is at present formulated only in 4 temporary way. However, it recognizes 
positive points, acceptable points, in our initiative. The study of our proposal con- 
tinues. I believe that the potential is there to activate our offers, the mautual 
offers, to resolve the central problems of safeguarding peace and the further develop- 
ment of cooperation. 


[Question] Can negotiation success be achieved in Geneva quickly? 


[Kviteinskiy] Im Geneva, natvrally, the prerequisites exist objectively to negotiate 
quickly and achieve results, However, it does not depend only on us. 


[Question] What did you tell the German side about a possible participation in SDI? 


[Kviteinekiy) We explained to the German side that participation in that program would 
have negative consequences. 


[Question] Of what kind? 


{Kviteinekiy] The destabilizing effects of the program for the strategic balance are 
clear and one should avoid those destabilizing effects. 
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Meets Brandt, Other SPD Officials 
1923155) Hamburg DPA in Cerman 1525 CMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Bonn, 23 Jan (DPA) -- The Soviet negotiator at the Ceneva disarmament talks, 
Yully Kwitsinskiy, briefed the SPD leadership on the disarmement proposai of party 
leader Mikhail Corbachev in Bonn on Thursday. According to an SPD spokesman, 
Kvitsinskiy told SPD leader Willy Brandt that this proposal represented a step-by-step 
plan for the complete removal of nuclear weapons, which is intended to take into 
account the security interests of both sides at every stage. in the development of 
weapons systems, it was necessary to think and act with those prospects in mind. 


In further talks with che SPD politicians Fgon Bahr, Horst Eheke, and Karsten Voigt, a 
number of individual points were discussed, among them conventional armed forces. The 
SPD saw these talks as positive and expressed the hope that the Western side was now 
working on a “constructive answer” to the Soviet proposals. 


Brandt and other SPD politicians also intend to meet the chief Ancrican negotiator, 
Max Kampelmen, im Bonn on Friday. 


Talks With CDU/CSU's Ruehe 


LD241242 Hamburg DPA im German 1020 GHT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Bonen, 26 Jan (DPA) -- In the opinion of Volker Ruehe, deputy chairman of the 
ChU/CSU parliamentary party, the latest disarment proposal by Soviet party leader 
Mikhail Gorbachew represents an all-out attack on the U.S. SDI research project for a 
missile defense system in space. ina preliminary detailed assessment, Ruehe, speak- 
ing to newsmen in Bonn today, acknowledged that there were constructive as well as 
problematical elements im Gorbachev's cali for disarmament of all nuclear systems and 
for arms limitatios seaswres for conventiona) and chemical weapons. It was now a 
matter of separating the chaff of propaganda from the wheat of genuine negot iat ing 
substance. 


Ruche suggested linking the disarmament concepts of the Americans and the Soviets 
together and making the degree of implementation of defensive systems dependent on 
the offensive weapon potential then available. The Soviet negotiator at the Geneva 
disarmament negotiations, Yuliy Kwitsinekiy, with whom Ruehe discussed these matters 
yesterday, insisted however on the Moscow position of making the coming into force of 
disarmament measures in other areas dependent on agreements on SDI. Ruwehe aleo has 


a meeting today with U.S. negotiator Max Kanmpelmear. 


Ruehe said that the Soviet Union was primarily interested in influencing the forming 
of Western public opinion. The West must be allow Moscow's theeis that suclear weapons 
were immoral while conventional weapons were highly moral to prevail. The Soviet Union 
must not be allowed to convey the impression that it was opposed to the Weet and in 
favor of nuclear systems. The fact wae that the West supported a zero solution 
guaranteed by defense systems and verification, while the zero solution offered by 
Moscow was intended to ensure Soviet supremacy. 


Ruehe believed that Gorbachev's proposal could be seen as a “basis for discussion,” 
but Moscow must define in detail the “very generally phrased proposal.” 
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Be said it was constructive that Moscow was so longer blocking progress in the IMF 
[intermediate-range nuclear force] cegotiations with the demand for inclusion of the 
third-state [nuclear] potential of Britain and France. However, the precondition for 
this was Western renunciation of SDI, of the modernization of British and French suclear 
weapons and of the possibility of an INF interia solution. 


The Soviet readiness tc name production plants for chemical weapons to enable werified 
destruction met an important Western demand. The threefold precondition for disarme- 
ment readiness was, however, a hardening of the Soviet positicn. Ruehe made 4 strong 

plea for the use of all disarmament levels and called for the “achieving of large soals 
by means of realistic emall steps.” Political confidence-building between East and Vest 


was necessary for this. 


Ruehe refused to compare the Gorbachev proposal with the Stalin note of 1952, but said 
that the comparison was interesting. Clearly, a fresh legend of a sissed disarmament 
opportunity was to be built up. But the Stalin note had not been « real offer for the 
reunification of Germany and thus not 4 aissed opportunity, bet rather an attempt by 

Moscow to prevent the Federal Republic's attachment to the West. 


PRESS COMMENTS ON WHITEHEAD'S BONN VISIT 





[Excerpts] The main editorial issue today is the Bonn visit of U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of State Whitehead, who tried in vain to make the Federal Government take part in 
sanctions against Libya after all. 


Merkur writes: At his fifth stopover the U.S. deputy secretary of state could 
opinion of the Europeans. As in London, Rome, Ankara, and Athens, Bonn 
ore to join U.S. economic sanctions against Libya. If is not because 

© spare Al-OQadidhafi, the father of terrories, but because it is doubted 

t measures would stop his activities. The Buropeans fear that force 
4 prompt the Arab states to show solidarity with Al-Qadhdhafi. The U.S. official 
heard in the Poreign Ministry that the causes of terrorism must be attacked in order to 
resolve the Middle East conflict. Minister Genscher spoke of quiet diplomacy, which 
include the Arabs. That will hawe hardly impressed the American guest, states 


f 


4s 
— 


— 


SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG states: Merely saying that the difficult talks of the U.S. deputy 
secretary of state with the Federal Government produced nothing but expenses, would not 
be right, considering the continued danger of international terrorism. In contrast to 
some announcements, the Washington negotiator did not bring along any information on 
Al-Qadhdhafi's involwement in the Rome and Vienna attacks that could prompt Bonn to 
reexamine its refusal to impose economic sanctions. However, goodwill regarding poli- 
tical cooperation exists as before, even if the Americans and the Europeans cannot agree 
on the means to fight terroriss. Obviously, Whitehead had come to Bonn with great ex- 
pectations, states the newspaper which goes on to say that he did not exert any pressure 


WESTPAELISGHIE NACHRICHTEN of Muenster points out that Libya and the FRO years ago con- 
cluded an agreement on fighting terrorism. The newspaper writes: Whether the Americans 
believe it or not, Al-Qadhdhafi has, so far, adhered to the treaty. The dictator sot 
only gave useful hints, he repeatedly denied asylum in Libya to fugitive terrorists. 

It gay contradict his speeches, but it is still so, notes the newspaper. 
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HIJACK ATTEMPT OF FINNAIR REPORTEDLY FOILED 
LD241152 Geleinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1060 OMT 24 len 86 


[Text] A hijack threat delayed Finrair’s scheduled flight from Frankfurt ty ower 2 
hours last night. Following a warning which came to Fieneir from various sources, 
Finnair’s entire operation was subject to intensified checks vesterday. According 
to the warning, the Libyans were behind the hijack plan, and in the checks in Frankfurt 
the identification fitted three Finnair passergers who were removed from ihe plane. 


This is how Finnair Director Ceners! Gunnar Korhonen, who was on board the plane, 
describes the situation: 


[Begin recording! [Korhonen] Regarding Finnair, the situation was exceptional in that 
a particularly tight security check was carried out, so tight that soc all the passen- 
gers passed it. The plane was emptied again and the passengers transferred to buses 
standing close by and all baggage was rechecked. As a result, three passengers and 
their baggage were left there [as heard! for further checks. The identification of 
these three persons, including their names, was regrettably close to the information 
given in the warning, which reached Helsinki earlier in the dav and which was dise- 
tributed to all Finnair airports and stations and to al! airports and airlines, tort 
there were signs clearly indicating Finnair and therefore we hed to be exeptionall, 
strict. 


[Reporter Aimo Nikulainen| So, the Finnair company received « warning concerning af! 
flight operations by the company yesterday? 


[Anewer] Well, we could draw the conclusion that because of a dispute over the visa Jor 
a Libyan person, who had not been granted 4 visa, some measures might possibly 
be directed against Finnair. 


[Owestion|] ‘According to this warning, Libyans in particular were behind the hijack 
threet? 


[Anewer)] Well, that was the irformation, and aleo certain names which could be con- 
cerned. So, in that respect, too, there were people on board the plane Whose sames 
and other identification fitted regrettably closely with the warning. 

[Owestion] Where did the warning of the hijack threat come fron’ 


[Anewer] I have not yet had time to ask about the sender of the telegram, or where it 
came from, but it arrived here through various channels. 


[Oweetion| From several sources’ 


[Anewer|] Yes. 


[Question] As well as yourself, Foreign Trade Minister Jermu Laine was aleo on buard 
this plane. How many passengers were there’ 


[Anewer!] A total of 119 — and in the end 116. lend recording | 


[Announcer] That was Director General Gunnar Korhonen. The interviewer was Aime 
Nikul inen. 


The security department at Frankfurt i6 still holding In custody the three persons 
removed from the plane. tloday, too, there are tightened security checks on Finnair 
flights because of the warning. 
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MITTERRAND, DUMAS, JOXE MEET WITH WHITEHEAD 








LD231617 Paris International Service in French 1245 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] My talks with the French author ties have cleared up misunderstandings: This 

Was stated in Paris yesterday by U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Whitehead after he 
was received by President Francois Mitterrand, the minister of external relations, Roland 
Dumas, and the minister of the interior, Pierre Joxe. 


The White House emissary let it be clearly understood that France had agreed not to 
thwart American sanctions against Libya and that Paris was envisaging taking new 
measures against terrorism in cooperation with Washinston. 


On the problem of the economic sanctions, Laurent (Chukassi) recorded the explanations 
of Roland Dumas: 


[Begin recording] The case of France is indeed different. For 4 years we have been 
acting in such a way that our economic relations with Libya as a whole have decreased 
fourfold. 


I was able to point out to Mr Whitehead that France was not seeking to derive economic 
advantage from the withdrawal of U.S. interests which is beginning in Libya, whether it 
be a matter of companies, individuals, experts, or cooperation workers. Mr Whitehead 
stated his satisfaction. 


1 finally reminded the deputy secretary of state that we had, ourselves, contained the 
Libyan thrust in Chad and that we continue to have the will to let Tripoli know of our 
concern for Chad's independence and unity. [end recording] 


GOVERNMENT ‘FAVORS’ FIRMS PARTICIPATING IN SDI 





AU231835 Paris AFP in English 1825 GMT 23 Jan 86 


{Text] Marcoussis, France, Jan 23 (AFP) -- Defense Minister Paul Quiles said here today 
that the government “favors” the participation of French firms in contracts linked to 
Washington's “star wars” space research project. 


Observers said Mr Quiles’ open invitation to French firms marked a major shift in Paris’ 
position on U.S. President Ronald Reagan's space-based defense research project, 
officially known as the "Strategic Defense Initiative”. 


Until now the French Government, which has been spearheading a European high-tech 
research drive to compete with the United States and Japan, had only said that French 
firms were "free" to take part in SDI. 


Mr Quiles was on an inspection tour of the research center of the Compagnie Generale 
D'Elex -tricite here and that of the Atomic Energy Commission at Limeil-Brevannes, both 
south of Paris. 


He announced the creation of installations to test laser weapons at the Landes test 
center in Southwestern France and the publication of a “white paper on space weapons” 
in two weeks’ time. 
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PCF*S MARCHAIS ON ELECTIONS, NATIONAL ISSUES 
LD230121 Paris Television Service in French 1935 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Question and answer session with PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais on "Hour of 
Truth” program with journalists F-M. De Virieu, A. Duhamel, A. Du Roy, and an unidenti- 
fied moderator; identity of questioners unknown unless indicated -- live] 


[Excerpts] [Moderator] Good evening. Times change. The last time Marchais was in 
this studio there certainly was no honeymoon between the Socialists and himself, but 
there were still four Communist ministers in the government. At that time, Mr Marchais, 
you told us, and I quote: The easiest thing for us would be to leave; but to leave is 
to do what the right wants; it wants the Communists to leave the government so that 
tomorrow it can more easxily swallow up the left. You concluded: We will not give this 
gift to the right. So now, you gave this gift. You left the government 3 months later. 
Are we to conclude from this that you intend to help the right swallow up the left? Do 
you regret these 3 long years you spent in power? Today in the electoral contest who 
is your principal adversary? Is it the right-wing opposition or your old ally the 
Socialists? Those, as you know, are some of the questions French people ask themselves 
and which, I think, will come up sooner or later in the debate tonight. However, first 
of all, we will open this debate with a question [words indistinct], the first question 
from viewers. 


[Question] Yes, Georges Marchais, good evening. There are many questions here 
addressed to Marchais and a large majority of the questions are very political. Here 
are three questions from three viewers that are all similar: Why do you oppose other 
left-wing parties when all the votes from the left are necessary to beat the right? 
Why do you attack the Socialists more than the right? Wouldn't the fact that Mr 
Marchais criticizes the government's policy, incite the French people to vote for the 


right? 
[Moderator] Mr Marchais, would you answer briefly? 


{[Marchais}) Our adversary is the right. That is no new discovery for the French man or 
woman. Our party is now 65 years old; it has always fought against the right. There- 
fore, today the adversary of the Communists is the right. But, who is in power? It is 
the PS, with an absolute majority. I do not see how we can evaluate the eccnomic, 
social, cultural situation without examining, naturally, the government's policy. 


[Moderator] Here is Alain Duhamel, who will have 15 minutes to ask questions: 


[Duhamel] Mr Marchais, I was listening to you during the news bulletin. You said you 
prepared for this broadcast as usual, but you thought there would be vicious questions 
from the reporters. I will try to ask some angelic questions to please you. The 
first one is this of course: Are you in the opposition or not as you speak to us? 


{[Marchais}] You know, Mr Duhamel, that the left is pluralist, contrary to what is 
said. People only talk about the left, but the left is the PS, it is also the 
Communist Party, as well as other small movements. 


[Duhamel] Well, is the Communist Party in the opposition or not? 
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[Marchais] The Communist Party is not in the majority, since it is not a member of the 
government. 


[Duhamel] Is it in the opposition, if it is not in the majority? 


[Marchais] It all depends. If a bill that meets the workers’ interests is proposed 
in the National Assembly, we would vote it in. 


[Duhamel] You know that the PS is currently conducting a very active campaign on the 
theme, if your heart is on the left, make your vote count, make your vote effe-iive, 
vote Socialist. Don‘t lose your vote dy voting Communist. What is your response? 


[Marchais] First, I think one thing must be taken into account, that is that the 

electoral system is completely new. First we will vote with proportional representa- 
tion. The majority of French people are unfamiliar with it, since we have not used 

this system for about 30 years. 


[Duhamel] Except for the European elections. 


[Marchais] Yes, but for legislative elections. In other words, every vote will count. 
We will have deputies everywhere. 


[Duhamel] Will you? 

[Marchais) Yes, we will have deputies elected everywhere. 
[Duhamel] In all the departments? 

[Marchais] We will have deputies elected in all departments. 


[Duhamel] Perhaps in the lower and upper Rhine? 


[Marchais] We will have deputies elected everywhere. So, this first factor must be 
taken into account. 


[Duhamel] I have just done a quick calculation listening to you; if you have one 
deputy per department at least in the legislative elections, since that is what we are 
discussing, would you then have 100 deputies? 


[Marchais] As I was indicating, you know what the voting was like in the legislative 
elections... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] No, but in the legislative elections, will you have 100 
deputies? 


[Marchais] For the number of deputies, I have seen that people are making many 
calculations to try to finally reduce our representation, but these calculations do 
not take into account several things. First, we really should not anticipate how the 
electorate will vote. Second, we must take into consideration the situation as it 
stands. You know as well as I do that recently an opinion poll was published, many 
opinion polls are published. The best of these polls gave 30 percent to the Socialist 
Party. I noted that with 30 percent it has a third of the deputies in the National 
Assembly, in other words it will not have a majority. When you look at the situation 
by department, is the vote for Communist candidates going to be a useful vote and take 
deputies to the right? Yes, absolutely. 
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To make it very clear to the voters, 1 am going to give an example. This is the last... 
I held a meeting at Charleville-Mezieres on Monday. So, it is still fresh in my mind. 
In this department, the Socialists have three end-of-term deputies. You can bet they 
will only have one left. Second, there will be a right-wing deputy. The third seat is 
going, it is going either to the Communists or the right. Consequently, in this case, 
you can see that voting purposefully is in favor of the Communists. This is the 
reason why I do not understand the PS tactics very well, because the PS says: We must 
bar the path to the right. This is our objective. We suffered enough -- this is our 
objective: to bam thr path to the right. I do not se, however, how it is possible to 
claim barring the path to the right by doing everything to attempt to reduce both the 
influence and the number of Communist deputies. 


[Duhamel] Isu't purposeful voting to vote for the person who is in a position to 
govern? 


[Marchais] No, no. That applied in the former electoral system; voting usefully. I 
repeat without a stronger Communist Party, without a stronger Communist group in the 
National Assembly a two-fold setback will result. The right will have the majority for 
certain; second, in the other argument, the PS will be in a dominant situation. This 
is what hes been happening since 1981. I now ask you: If, in 1981, the PS, instead of 
having an absolute majority, which enabled it ot never take us into account -- well, it 
fee — with us — but it never considered our proposals or observations. 
as heard 


[Duhamel] So, it is out of masochism that you remained in the government for 3 yeacs. 
[Marchais] Ask me this as a question and I will answer. 
[Duhamel] Well, I am asking you this as a question then. 


[Marchais] If things had been different, if the PS did not have a majority on its 
own, I am convinced things would have been different, because it would have had to take 
our proposals into consideration. 


[Duhamel] So, I repeat my question. You stayed — this is the duration of a legisla- 
ture, 5 years, out of the 5 years, you remained 3 years in the government; so, for 3 
years, you were poor souls persecuted by the government and you stayed that way. You 
like being beaten, shoved around; you like giving views no one considers. 


[Marchais, laughing] No. That is not the case. This not in my character, as you 
know. 


(Duhamel) Precisely, this is why I am somewhat surprised. 


[Marchais}) No. The Communist Party... We had to make a critical analysis of our 


policies in the past 20 years. Let us not go back to this, it would require too much 
time. [Duhamel nods approval] What was the position of the PCF in 19817? First, we went 


l nods approval) What wag.the position of the PCF in 1981? First, we went 
into the first round of elections with serious proposals to get the country out of 
crisis. Francois Metterrand won more votes than I; in the second round, we stepped 
down. Then, the PS had a majority in the National Assembly. He offered us 4 


deputies out of 40. 
[Duhamel] Four ministers. 


{[Marchais) Four ministers, 1 beg your pardon, out of 40. We accepted. Why did we do 
it? 
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[Duhamel] Yes. 


[Marchais] Because we wanted to create, to try to create all the conditions for 
success. In other words, with the right in power since 1958, the left came to power 
in 1981, and we wanted to do everything to seize the opportunity offered to French men 
and women and the PS... 


(Duhamel, interrputing) [Words indistinct] My question wasn't why you entered the 
government. It was why you stayed there, because you tell us: We were saying things, 
but mo one was listening to us. [words indistinct] You stayed 3 years, 3 years. 


[Marchais, interrupting] But we remained while continually renewing our criticisas, 
our propositions... 


[Duhamel, interrupting) Were they deaf? 


[Marchais}] Our criticisms, our propositions -- and when we tried at the same to obtain 
from the French men and women who voted for the left, who really wanted a change -- we 
did everything to try and get their support... 


(Duhamel, interrupting] And this didn't work. 


[Marchais}] No, we didn't manage it. Why? Quite simply because faced with promises 
that had been made for years by the PS, the people who voted for the left thought that 
they had to entrust themselves to a providential man, a providential party. We did 
mot manage to get them to act, so that they, these people would take control then- 
selves of the problems confronting them. But you know and I know that in the party and 
in the electorate, people, comrades, talk about whether you should or shouldn't go. I 
understand that these questions are asked. I understand perfectly. I am convinced 
along with the party -- our congress reaffirmed this -- we were right to do everything 
to make the experiment, which was possible in 1981, succeed. 


[Question] So, Mr Marchais, what you've just said raises two questions. The first: 
When the Communist Party was in opposition, it lost ground. When there was a crisis, 
it lost ground. When there was the union [of the left], it lost ground. When there 
was the division it lost ground. When there was a majority vote, it lost ground. 
When there was proportional voting at the European elections it lost ground as well. 
Don't you think, frankly, that there is a section of your voters who (?think) simply 
you are an outdated party that had its day, which had ideas at one time that were 
appropriate to France of the 1950's, perhaps, but now it's finished? 


[Marchais] But what's the difference between France of the 1950's and the France of 
today? 


[Question] The Communist Party is twice as weak. [laughter] 
{[Marchais] No, no, in France. 

[Question] What's changed in France? 

[Marchais] Doesn't the class struggle exist any more? 
[Question, interrupting] You're the person being interviewed. 
{[Marchais] Don't the poor and the rich exist any more? 


(Question, interrputing] Oh yes, the president of the Republic says so. 
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[Question, interrupting] Why are you going down? 


[Marchais, contiruing] ...The Communist Party is suffering the consequences of a pol- 
icy, a bad policy which was followed as we said from the sixties. In fact, we our- 
selves contributed to it. When the PS had only five percent of the votes in 1969 it 
was us who contributed to getting the PS out of its problem... 


(Question, interrupting] You had 22.5 percent... 


[Marchais, interrupting] Yes, we had 22.5 percent. And what was the constant theme of 
the PS? 


[Question, interrupting] It is necessary to balance the left. 


[Marchais) It is necessary to balance the left. The PS has to be the first party or 
the strongest in order to win and in order to change things. That... 


{Question, interrupting] And it managed to win. 
{[Marchais] That is what the PS said... 
[Question, interrupting] It managed to win. 


[Marchaisj It did not say what it was thinking. It indeed thought we must win so 
that PS could come in to power and afterward, inasmuch as we would become a majority 
party and would clearly be stronger than the Communist Party, and inasmuch as we would 
be able to do without it, we could implement the policy we want. That is what happened 
and the Communist Party suffered the consequences of this policy. Why? Because in the 
first stage there were plenty of illusions. 


Our voters are not naive. They were deceived and today they are beginning to realize 
one thing; to stop the right. to obtain another policy which answers their aspirations, 
there is only one way -- and I say one way because I have pondered the word well -- the 
recovery of the Communist Party, the election of as many Communist deputies as 
possible. One cannot say we want to defeat the right and at the same time weaken the 
Communist Party at the level of its influence -- the deputies. Those who reason in 
this way play into the hands of the right. 


[Question] Let us raise two hypotheses, Mr Marchais. The election will occur in less 
than 2 months so we are not in the political-fiction domain. This is it. Well. If 
the parliamentary opposition, the UDF and the RPR obtain the majority [words indistinct) 
the Socialists will be in the opposition. If, let us suppose, not the most probable 
situation but let us suppose the UDF and the RPR do not have sufficient seats between 
them to make a majority, and the Socialists are the leaders but are not numerous enough 
on their own; evidently, no one believes that they will achieve a majority. Let us 
suppose they win 250 seats or something like that and they turn to you saying: If you 
Communists help us, we can remain in power, and if you do not help us then the right 
will govern. What will you say to them then? 


[Marchais] Our answer is a very clear one. We have already answered this. 


[Question] You did not answer this very well. 


{[Marchais] Then I answer you. Evidently, if it is a question of coming to power in 
order to continue the present policy then the answer is no. We do not want to come to 
power for the sake of merely coming to power. We do not want to come to power in order 
to manage the country’s affairs in the interest of the big capital. 
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We want to come tc power to bring France out of crisis, to serve the interests of our 
people. For that we are available. In other words, in the hypothesis you have 
envisagei, the Communist Party's answer is: we are available so that, together with 
other political forces, we contribute to bringing France out of the crisis, solve the 
problems facing us, advance toward a change in society. Our answer is unequivocal. 


[Question] In other words, the union of the left for the moment is not dead and 
buried. It is in a coma or asleep. 


[Marchais] One aust be clear; we will not do again what we did in 1981. In other 
words, the PS can not count on the PCF to support its present policy which increases 
unemployment -- 3 million unemployed -- which lowers the purchasing power of vage- 
earners -- 3.5 less purchasing power; 2.2 for pensioners; 7.8 for farmers. Consequent- 
ly, this policy which intends to reprivatize, this policy which greatly har=us 
intellectuals with ail the problems connected with the fifth channel...but I de not 
want to go on, perhaps we will return to this. 


[Moderator] We will come back to it presently. 


[Marchais] In other words, ome must not count on the PCF's support for this policy 
which is in practice today. The PCF must not be counted on for flexibility, no. 
Consequently, this hypothesis -- because it is very important for the viewers to see 
the Communists’ position. We are available for another policy with other political 
forces. To pursue the present policy, [words indistinct]. 


[Moderator] Right, now the last question: when one asks the Communist voters, I 
repeat, the Communist voters, your voters, when une asks them what they think about 

the president of the Republic, if they think he is a good president or a bad president, 
they fall into two groups. Roughly ‘sto more or less equal groups. If one asks you 
this question are you among those who think he is a good president, or not such a good 
president? 


[Marchais, laughing] No... [indistinct interjection by a studio participant] You 
know I believe in the opinion polls... 


[Moderator] [Words indistinct] that you are just as shrew! as your voters? 


[Marchais] No, I believe in the opinion polls, the opinion polls have a certain value. 
But I could tell you about an opinion poll I know where the Communist voters, 

Communist sympathisers, Communist voters were asked, perhaps you know it as well as I 
do, about their opinion on PCF policy; 96 percent replied that it was a good policy, 2 
percent said it was a bad policy and 2 percent did not know. Consequently... [several 
speakers interrupt all at once] that is my reply, that is not my reply but it was 
necessary to point this out. [as heard] [indistinct interjection) I say that the 
president of the French Republic has not kept to the commitments he undertook. In the 
lst year, in the lst years there were positive steps: the Sth week of paid holiday, 
the 39-hour week, 40 hours paid globally, retirement at 60, a series of other measures, 
these were positive steps. 


However, for years French people, the workers, have fought for these claims. Think 
back, in the streets millions of... [indistinct interjection) wait a minute...millions, 
millions of workers demonstrated for retirement at 60, for the reduction of the working 
hours, for the Sth week of paid holiday. Consequently, Francois Mitterrand, indeed, 

in the beginning must have recognized this tremendous popular pressure. But from June 
1982 onward things changed and Francois Mitterrand started to turn his back on his 
program. Otherwise we would not be in the situation we are in today, where there is a 
danger of seeing the right come back into power. i will make the point moreover, | 
think that it was in April 1983 in a broadcast on Paris radio that I said that if that 
policy continued it was the best way to bring the right back to power in 1986. 
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Thus, you see we saw the situation clearly. 


[Question] There are many questions coming in on immigrant workers. Do you want 
immigration to France to be slowed down? If yes, how? Can you reply omce and for all 
on giving the vote to immigrants? 


[Marchais] We taink the immigrants who are in France and who have contributed and stiil 
contribute to the development of the economy must stay in our country, where they must 
enjoy the same rights and social benefits as French workers. That is our position. 


Obviously we are in a period <{ unemployment. There are 3 million unemployed. 
Consequently, it would be quite inappropriate to bring in immigrant workers again. I 
stress the fact that it is nonetheless what employers are doing because they think this 
is a work force that can be manipulated, «nd these workers are made to do the worst 
jobs. The employers should be pursued becaus= the law permits it, because it is they 
who are clandestinely bringing immigrant workers into France. We are against this. 

We are for those who are staying here, we are against more immigrant workers. 


As for the immigrant workers voting -- in the local council areas where there are 
immigrant workers, we naturally have particular problems to consider for them. We have 
orgenized established vorking groups, forms of cooperation and collaboration which are 
turning out to be extremely effective. This is the reason why we think that if the 
Prench people decide -- and we favor it -- we could go further and give immigrant 
workers the right to vote in qunicipal elections. After all, they live in the communes 
and it wou'd be good if they could also give their opinions on problems in commune life. 


[Question] What will be your conclusion if by chance the National Front gets a higher 
score than you in March? 


[Marchais}] i most certainly belicve nothing of the kind. 


{Question} Yes, but just suppose? 
[Marchais] I do not suppose. I am convinced that the National Front will lose votes. 


[Question] If you obtain less than 10 percent in the legislative elections, will you 
consider that a personal failure? If so, are you ready to resign? 


([Marchais) We will obtain more than 10 percent. 
[Question] And on this point can we also suppose? 


[Marchais} No, I am not supposing, we will obtain more than 10 percent. Why do | say 
sof Because the polls already give us a little more. Moreover, we are at the start of 
the electoral campaign and in relation to the questions, you saw the questions which 
were uppermost in the poll you took. It was the problems of employment, it was the 
problems of how to prevent the right from coming back. Well it is precisely the 
Communists, we have anewers, we can discuss, they can be discussed, but we have 
anewers to these questions which are priorities for French people. I repeat you have 
to use your common sense. Everyone is saying so, the others too. Either we continue 
with present policies, or we change. We cannot change without the Communists, that is 
clear. Moreover, we will not change present policies in alliance with the right. 


[Question] Your first reply illustrates the uncomfortable position you are now in. 
You are neither in the majority sor in the opposition, to cite Lecomte, one of your 
comrades. By being eleewhere, do you not risk one day being nowhere? 
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[Marchais] I find it strange; people say: the left this, the left that. We are 
alvays bearing this, on radio, television, in the press. Sut why do they not say the 
PS? My reply is as follows: It is that if the current policy was so good, if there 
were no discontented unemployed, if there were no workers discontent with their 
decreasing purchasing power, if there were no discontented farmers, if there were no 
discontented young people, if there were no discontented teachers, intellectuals, 
people would not be saying the left, but would be saying the FS. Im fact, the PS wants 
to establish the idea that the PCF at the moment is responsible for the difficulties 


we are experiencing. 

[Qsestion}]) Mr Marchais, why do all these discontented people not vote for you? 
[Marchais] It is coming. 

[Question] You are certainly optimistic. 

[Marchais) Certainly I am optimistic. 

{Question} Yes, but your electorate must be very disconcerted. The impression is that 
you are making proposals, it is true, but that you are offering them no prospect of 
= Under the Fifth Republic it needs a coalition to govern; but you withdrew in 
[Marchais] But does the PS offer a prospect of power today? 

[Question] It wants to govern... 


[Marchais, interrupting] All the polls give them a third of all deputies in the 
National Assembly. The best polls give them one-third. Thus today for the PS... 


[Question indistinct] 


[Marchais) Just a moment, I don't want the right to regain power. I have said, and 
it must be clear, you put this question in your introduction, our enemy... 


[Question indistinct] 


[Marchais] Wo, no, no! We are being made to appear to say things we never said. For 
us the right and the PS are not the same thing. Even if it is true that unfortunately 
today the PS -- for example, if we take the issue of flexibility, and I see we have 
here store and bank workers who know what this means — unfortunately it aust be 
recognized that today the PS with its policy of flexibility is moving toward the wishes 
and the aspirations of the employers. 


[Question] Mr Marchais, you are saying that your enemy is the right. 


[Marchais) It is the right. 
[Question] That means that if, in 1986 anything can happen. If there were an early 


presidential election, and if in the second round there were a Socialist candidate and 
Barre or Chirac, then you will vote for the Socialist candidate, if I have understood 


you? 
[Marchais) Listen, let us firet have the general elections. 
[Question] I think things could happen very quickly, don't you? 


{[Marchais) Ah, that means you are predicting a resignation by the president of the 
Republic? 
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[Question] Do you? 


[Marchais} We do not expect it. And why are you confusing things? The president of 
the Republic was elected for 7 years, so he will carry through his mandate. In these 
elections it is not a matter of voting for or against Francois Mitterrand, it is a 
matter of voting to elect a National Assembly that will implement a given policy. What 
we want is that this National Assembly should not be one with a rightist majority, but 
that it should have a leftist majority, a leftist majority that has been rebalanced so 
that the PS is obliged to take into account the standpoints and proposals of the PCF. 
Uniess the left is rebalanced it is iapossible for there to be change in this country. 


[Marchais] Consequently, consequently nothing new has been done since 1971 to take oa 
point of reference. The country's activities have continued to be run in the sole 
interest of big capital. The workers have become poorer, but you know very well that 
the profits of industrialists have increased by 84 percent over 5 years. You know very 
well that capital exports have doubled. You know very well that stock exchange quota- 
tions have been multiplied by 2.5 percent. Consequently, if it is true that life, 
particularly for young people, is today much more difficult for workers, those who carn 
a living by working, the manual and intellectual workers; it is simply because the 
policies have not changed. A policy of serving capital has been followed. We propos« 
something different. 


[Question] It is a bit of an oversimplification to say... 
[Marchais, interrupting) Are you challenging the figures? 


[Question] No, I do not challenge the figures, but to say that revenues from the stock 
exchange only profits the rich, well, I think that is a simplistic statement. 


[Marchais] Listen, listen. The Giscard loan yielded to France, at the time, the 
Giscard loan yielded Fr6 billion, Fr6.5 billion in fact. Do you know how ouch this 
loan is going to cost us? Frl0.5 billion. It yielded 650 billion, and it is going to 
cost us 10.5 billion. Do you think... 


[Question, interrupting] This is a technical error, this is a [word indistinct] 
technical error on Mr Giscard d‘Estaing's part who, in actual fact, [word indistinct | 
a tax on gold. No one thought that gold could go up. This was Mr Ciscard d'Estaing, 


just hina. 


{[Marchais]) Some small savers might have subscribed to the Giscard loan, of course, but 
I do not have these people in mind. They are not those who possess most of the 6.5 
billion, you know it just as I do. Consequently, yes, this policy has only profited 
the rich, and not the workers since 1971. And with our proposals, we are proposing 
something different. 


[Question] The Communist Party -- and this must be acknowledged -- is probably the 
party which talks most about unemployment. The French people's first concern is 
unemployment, this has been confirmed and all the polls show this. So, why do they 
not believe in you? Does the Communist Party not have a credibility problem? 


[Marchais) Listen. First, we have L'HUMANITE, our militants, our weeklies, and the 
rest. The rest matters. The media. Good. When, before it came to power, the PS was 
thinking in the same vein as we did as far as the crisis is concerned -~- we have 
always said that this crisis is not fatal -- this is not true. [passage as heard) 
This crisis is not worldwide. This is not true. France has considerable assets. We 
can have a policy of growth which will create jobs, wealth, and will enable the needs 
of the men and women of this country to be met. 
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For a certain time, for a certain time, the PS -- that is at the time when it wanted to 
win a majority -- was speaking in the same vein as we. However, today it is speaking 
like the right-wing forces. [Everything is being dome to encourage the idea that 
unemployment is an incurable disease. Well, this is not true. This is not true. 


[Question] Mr Marchais, you offen denounce the consensus between the right and the PS. 
What about if the majority of the French people wanted such a consensus on schooling, 
education, mixed economy, the same values, freedom? One has the feeling that the PCr 
persists in wanting to stay out of this consensus, and this might explain -- I am talk- 
ing about the deeply rooted reasons -- this might explain the historic decline of the 
PCF. 


[Marchais) If your analysis were true, tomorrow morning | would have to say to my 
Political Bureau comrades: We must change. You should listen to what Paul Amer said 
yesterday. No. No. Let us consider the question you have just asked. In fact, I 
repeat, the PCF is meeting with difficulties, indeed. The battle is fierce between 
those who want to continue the present policies and those, who, like us, want to change. 
The battle is fierce. So, the fact is that, in these circumstances, the PCF should 
experience a difficult time, you know it has already happened in its history and in 
different circumstances. Had there been elections in 1939, when the PCF was alone 
against Munich, it would not have had 11 percent of the votes. We have had dif ficul- 
ties at other periods of history. Nowadays, indeed, we are meeting with a difficulty 
inasmuch as the French people, left-wing voters to be precise, believe, thought, that 
there could be a left-wing solution with a stronger Socialist Party, with a dominant 
Socialist Party. Well, today, now, when we talk to them, when we address the, we do 
so on the basis of the experience they have had. We are not in 1961 any longer. Ve 
are in 1986. Each of those who are listening and watching us tonight, who have pro- 
blems — because everybody has problems, the unemployed, the low-paid workers — 
there are 6 million people in this country who have less than 50 francs per day to 
live on, 6 million, we do not have time, but I have the figures, if you want then, |! 
can give them to you, because I always come with my dossiers to be able to answer if 
something I say is challenged. So, that is the situation, there are difficulties, 
people cannot but think: But why did we get there? What could have been possible 
that was not done? 


[Question] I was privileged to attend a meeting with you and Mr Gorbachev and other 
leaders. I admit having been impressed by the fascination Mr Gorbachev generated 
among all the leaders of the PCF. Is this not an error toward the French people which 
perhaps does not have a preference for the Soviet model? 


[Marchais) Well, I do not have the habit of being fascinated myself. It is not one 
of my habits, particularly by politicians... 


[Question] By the system? 


[Marchais] I said the politicians. Well, be that as it may, yes, | met Gorbachev, you 
undoubtedly refer to when he came to Paris? 


[Question] Yes, at the house of Lenin. 


(Marchais] Yes, we discussed things together. Well. I am thinking one thing: I! 

think, in view of the declarations made and above all in view of the decisions already 
taken, I think that the forthcoming CPSU Congress, under the influence of its general 
secretary, will be a historic congress. I think that the Soviet Union is embarking on 


quite a novel road. 


[Question] Including human rights? 
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(Merchaie] Including buman rights. Incloding human rights [words indistinct]. The 
probles is as follows: Is the Soviet Union going to start « mew policy in order to 
develop its ecomomy, to satisfy to an even larger extent the social needs of the 
people, to develop political democracy, which for us is an essential condition of 
socialies? We have said this. I belie’: that, indeed, the CPSU will start on this 
very roed and if this is so I am satisfied. (What would you like?) I hawe said it 
in all ay speeches, the sim of the Commanists is « world without arms and without wars. 
This is our aim, cur objective. That is it. We are in favor of friendship between 
people, of cooperation. A world without arms and without wars. Well, I heve just 
learned that Gorbachev, on behalf of his country, is making proposals so that sround 
the year 2000 there are no longer any suclear arms on owr planet. Well, what do you 
weet? I ssy this is « good thing. It is a good proposal and, just between us, I 
like the Prench Covermment to participate actively in the negotiations which 
enable progress on this road. 


[Question] A last question, about yourself, Mr Marchais. It is your last electoral 
battle. If you get less than 11 percent, will you be tempted to step down? 


[Mercheis, laughing) 1...1 get a lot of criticien, and they always want to throw me 
out. But listen, allow... 


(Question, interrupting) It was a question, Mr... 


[Merchais, interrupting) Yes, but it is mot the first time you have asked it 
personally. Why are you so dead set on removing me from political life... 


[Unidentified speaker interjecting) Oh, no, no, no. 


(Merchais) ...And from the leadership of my party? Allow the Communists to worry 
about this; it is up to them to decide about their leader. With regard to my political 
commitment against the right, for change, for a real policy of the left, for satisfying 
the needs of the men and women of this country, and in particular of youth, in the 
economic, social, and cultural spheres, believe me, for this, retirement is not on 
tomorrow's agenda, nor the day after tomorrow's. 


[Question] Now a last question for you to answer, from the SVP [body dealing with 

viewers and listeners’ questions). Here is the question of the SVP, Mr Marchais: We 
Salk about unemployment and you are asked to be precise and concrete; do you have any 
precise and concrete proposals concerning the reduction of unemployment? What do you 


for reducing youth unemployment? What would you do in place of the TUC 
— é‘utilite collective -- community work)? 


[Mearchais}] There is no secret about youth unemployment and replacing the TUC with 
something elee. What we need is a new economic policy. In the proposals which we 
have worked owt and which we submit to French men and women, we discuss it with then. 
To be concise, I would say this: We need a mew economic policy. We need a policy of 
growth. That is indispensable. And is this policy of growth possible? Of course it 
is possible. Are the needs of French men and women satisfied? Absolutely not. You 
only have to ask the question and you have the answer: no. Consequently, the 
domestic market is not at all saturated; there are needs to be met. Second [as heard), 
there is international cooperation. There is... andthis cooperation...can we be 
satisfied with what is being dome at the moment’? Absolutely not. We are importing 
much sore than we are exporting. The deficit of the foreign trade balance is 24 
billion france for 1965. That is to say, exactly the same as it was in 1984. And I 
heve observed that it is only agriculture and food, touriem, and armaments that are 

in surplus. In everything that concerns industrial products, we are in deficit. That 
is to say, that we import products which we can produce in France, hence the value of 
our slogan: produce French. Therefore, consequently... 
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(Question, interrupting) [Words indistinct] we do not produce, because vhen ve 
relaunched consumption in 1981 you know wery well that it meant a strong increase in 


imports. 
[Marchais] Sut consumption was relaunched and production did not follow. 

[Question] That is it; that is it. 

[Marchais] We had to import. That is at the basis of the difficulties. 

[Question] (So) there should be amther industry for products (Tconsumed) in France? 


[Marchais) Consequently, we must ircrease the possibilities of the domestic market; 
must we mot? At the same time, we guct provide ourselves with the means of production 
corresponding to this growth. The same thing anplies to cooperation with other 
countries, whether capitalist countries, socialist countries or the developing 
countries. And then, to be concrete, with regard to... 


[Question, interrupting) [Words indistinct! the community work, the TUC, would you 
keep them or suppress then? 


[Marchais] But is the TUC «2 solution for the problem of unemployeent? No, it is not 
a solution. In effect it allows the government to claim that the sumber of unemployed 
is going down. But it is not after all « solution for young people. You give thes « 
job for 6 months at an extremely low wage. Obviously, people always say to me: But 
this is better than nothing. Obviously. Sut is this « solution for young people in 

am age that is characterized by a fantastic revolution in the domain of science and 
technology? Absolutely not. [Indistinct interruption) Wait « sinute, I want to 
finish. [Inmdistinct interruption] So, I gust answer the listener. A new economic 
policy. But the question, very briefly: Do the financial means exist for this new 
economic policy? My answer is yes. And what measures have to be taken? I sum thes 
up: We gust — and this is why the banking and credit sector has been sationslized — 
we must prevent the export of capital and speculation. What is happening is scandalous. 
Second [as heard), the banks gust give help at a low rate of interest to all those 
enterprises that will create jobs in the case of the development of the economy, as I 
said just now. And third, we say that public assistance aust go exclusively to 
enterprises that create jobs and not to the others. In other words, this new economic 
policy, summed up very briefly, is absolutely possible; the financial means exist for 
doing it; it is the only way. I say it is the only way for France to be brought out 

of the crisis. Otherwise we will continue, as we have done since 1971, to gos little 
deeper every year into difficulties. France at present is an enfeebled country. 


At the moment France is a weakened country: weak in its economy, weak in its finances 
— our foreign debt is Fr600 billion, and it has never been so high. Consequently, if 
in the interest of the workers, in the interest of the people and of owr country one 

wants to emerge from the crisis, one must truly embark upon this new policy we advocate 
and which we are ready and willing to discuss with everyone and act upon together with 


everybody. 


[Question] We shall continue to talk about unemployment because, quite rightly, it is 
an essential issue. i shall ask you a number of concrete questions because, on the 
whole, who is providing employment in France’? There are two main areas that supply 
jobs: the state — the civil service — and the business managers. We shall take thes 
in turn. Regarding the civil service, should one have more civil servants? 


[Marchais}] One cannot anewer with « simple yes cr no. It is worth examining every 
situation. 
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[Question] There is mo need for more civil servants everywhere... 


[Marchais, interrupting) No, mo, this is too easy, more or less... [rephrases] I so 
as far as to say -— 1 ap not addressing you in particular -- one often ects in this 
way; to say this would b= demagogy. This is because, for example, when one tells the 
French people -- one must ensure your security — d~es that mean more civil servants or 
less? In my view, there is a need for people in charge of security [ilotiers] to 
ensure people's security. This is one neans of ensuring it. To that effect, jobs must 
be created. 


Regarding schools, is it a school of success or is it one of failure? No, it is one of 
failure. Young people graduate every year without having a leve’ of knowledge in 
keeping with the times we live in, without a profession, and so om. I« it then the 
moment, as Chevenement is doing, to cut the sumber of posts. [iudistinct interjections) 
This is one sector in which one must employ more people. I think that like this [words 
indistinct) enc cone must examine the situations. Are there areas in which one could 
cut down [the number of people employed)? In my view, yes. There is, I believe, 
excessive bureaucracy in certain ministries. 


[Question] But, on the whole, the schools, probably the Posts and Telecommunicat ions 
[PTT], the police, on the whole... 


[Marchais, interrupting) Well, listen, let us take the railway workers. Ought one to 
cut down the sumber of railway workers at a moment when the trade unions, the COT proved 
to the SNCT [National Railway Company) that an excessive cut down of the number of 
workers threatens the security of the people? 


[Question] So you confirm for my benefit that the impression one may have is that, on 
the whole, the sumber of the civil servants ought to rise? 


[Marchais] Wo, this is not my answer. I say: A responsible government that wants 
things to run well in owr country — that things should run well in all sectors be that 
the PTT or the railway, or health... [rephrases] Do you think that the staff is too 
numerous in the hospitals? No, this is not so. Consequently, a responsible government 
— and this was promised but not accomplished -- should seriously examine every con- 
crete situation. Find a concrete solution to it and, in the final analysis, one will 
see what is the balance between employment and... 


[Qvestion, interrupting] Simply by useing the examples given by you, my impression -- 
not yours — my impression is that, on the whole, if one adds up, ome day it will mean 
an increase in the number of civil servants? 


[Marchais] No. I think that there are sectors that have absolute need of more 


[Question, interrupting] Any figures? 


[Marchais] Wo figures because, precisely, we do want to carry owt this serious and 
careful examination of the situation. | want the people to receive their mail in good 
condition, to travel in good conditions, to be well cared for in hospital, for 
families to stop being worried as they are now, about the future of their children. 
That is wheat I want. For all that one may have the necessary number of personnel. 


[indistinct interjections] 


[Question] You found many examples of sectors in which, in your view, there are not 
enough civil servants. You gave no example of sectors in which there are too many. 
You said: There are certainly are such sectors. 
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[Marchais] Yes, because one must examine the situation. Listen, Chevenement said the 
following: He wants 80 percent baccalaureat holders. The immediate reaction of our 
comrades who follow such matters closely was: Well, then this means that one mst 
hire 60,000 teachers and create 400 lycees. This is what must be done. 


[Question] Do these civil servants have to be better paid? 


[Marchais] Listen, do they have to be better paid? They must not. What is... 
{rephrases] In France's present economic and financial situation, this is what we're 
Saying: As a priority low and average salaries must be raised, SMIC [minimum salary], 
low and average salaries. This must be done, it’s a priority. These are the people 
who are suffering. I've told you there are 6 million men and women who have Fr50 a 
day to live on. I'd like someone to explain to me how one can live decently. 


[Question, interrupting] Okay. 


[Marchais] Just a minute. So, this is a priority. Second, the purchasing power of 
salaries for all workers must be guaranteed -- salaries that are covered by collective 
agreements and statutes. If, as a start this was dong, that is, if instead of seeing 
purchasing power fall, as has been the case for 5 years, by 3 and 1/2 percent, if this 
is done, raising low salaries, guaranteeing the purchasing power of salaries and 
pensions -- well, if we do that, I am sure French men and women will say: Yes, this is 
moving in the direction of what we voted for. 


[Question] In the context of the civil service, it's obviously the state budget that 
has to meet its requirements. Will the money that you are going to get, for example -- 
you quoted the example a moment ago -- from clamping down on the flight of capital, 
foreign capital, the money that you will probably get by worsening -- it's in your 
program -- a number of taxes on large fortunes... 

{[Marchais, interrupting] Increasing, increasing, increasing... 

{Question, interrupting) That's right, all right by increasing... 

[Marchais, interrupting] Good heavens! 


[Question] Will this money be enough to cope with the new demands of this civil 
service that you are going to increase, this purchasing power that you are going to 
maintain... 


[Marchais, interrupting] But why do you only want to talk about... 
[Question, interrupting) No we will get on with the rest afterward. 
[Marchais] You have taken as an example the public sector... 
[Question, interrupting] We will move on to the private sector later... 


[Marchais] We want a public sector that works, that functions. Okay. If there is 
money, is there only money for this? No, certainly not. 


[Question] Obviously, Mr Marchais. 


{[Marchais] But, because you cannot separate things. The solution to the problems 
that you raise, the reply to the question you are asking comes down to: Are we going 
to develop a new economic policy? In other words, are we going to develop a policy of 
growth which does not exist now? Growth is 1 percent. 
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I would like to draw your attention to this: With the present growth rate, 200,000 
become unemployed each year. In order to guarantee work to young people leaving school, 
there need to be minimum growth rate of 3 percent. So consequently, it is economic 
growth which at the same time can provide the financial means. It will make job 
creation possible and will provide the financial means for these jobs. 


[Question] And in order to boost growth, money is needed to get it going. 


[Marchais} But in this country there is money. The amount of money there is in this 


[Question] So this timetable is enough to start this new policy? 


{[Marchais, interrupting] But we are saying that for those who have so much money that 
they do not know what to do with it, those who have too much, there must be a tax. The 
present tax is not a fair tax. It hits the working world too hard and above all it does 
mot hit those who posess wealth. But this is not the only solution. Listen, how can 
you admit that while profits were going up in the private sector, by 84 percent in 5 
years...how can one admit that investment in the public sector, in the private sector 
[as heard) has gone down? In other words, the bosses see their wealth increase, but 
they do not invest to modernize businesses, to create jobs. They export this money 
abroad to speculate. They speculate ard we...well, we want this money to be used for 

a new economic policy. The money exists. 


[Question] Let us move on the private enterprises and nationalized enterprises for 
that matter. In your opinion should employers be prevented from sacking people? 


(Marchais}] Yes, I am for employment protection. 
[Question] If certain enterprises... 


(Marchais, interrupting] That is why. I do not know if you will ask a question about 
flexibility, [proposals on flexible working hours] but if you are not going to ask it, 
I want to tell you straightaway but very briefly -- because it directly concerns this 
question — that is what the employers want: making profits at the same time. Because 
in brief, you know what flexibility means. French people do not know. This is very 
much in line with your question. The French are being told that with flexibility you 
will do what you want, you will work when you like. Naturally that sounds good. But 
what they forgot to say is this: First, it is what flexibility allows the employers 
to do. The 39-hour week paid as 38. Second, overtime will no longer be paid, which 
will mean a loss of wages, depending on each case, from 1,600 francs annually to 6,000 
france annually. Third, as soon as the boss can act so freely, that is sacking as he 
wishes, and so on until people will be made to work a 44-hour week, because this is 
work for the day. When the worker arrives at the firm in the morning the boss can tell 
him: Excuse me Mister, I have no work today, you can come back tomorrow or the day 
after. You see what family life will become in this situation. It is against this. 
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When you asked me whether we are against sackings, we are resolutely against this 
policy that would allow the bosses to decide according to their wishes not only on 
wages, but on employment and the duration of work for men and women. It means going 
back a century. 


[Question] When a manager considers that for the balance of his firm he must lay off, 
what happens? 


[Marchais] The policy we recommend precisely aims to allow firms and managers to create 
jobs and to develop their production. I told you just now that we consider that those 
who move in this direction should benefit from lower interest rates than the others. 

We must tax those who lay off, and we must give money at low interest rates to all 
employers who create jobs. This is what I propose in the place of sackings. 


[Question] How can one force them to employ people? 


[Marchais] How can one force them to employ people [laughs] It is a whole new policy. 
One cannot resolve these big problems facing us by taking little measures like those 
one talks about, like those you yourself are talking about in your questions, which 

are in fact legitimate ones. One must admit -- I repeat «nd insist on it -- this 
policy has failed and will fail and if nothing changes, in 5 years we shall find our- 
selves in even more dramatic circumstances. It is unavoidable. A new political, 
economic and financial note is needed. 


[Question] I fully agree with you, Mr Marchais, but isn't it somewhat convenient to 
answer all concrete problems and issues by saying: This matter will no longer arise 
because there will be a different policy? [passage indistinct in crosstalk] 


[Marchais] No, not at all, problems will arise but regarding... 


(Question, interrupting] Regarding the working hours, are you in favor of the 35-hour 
week? 


[Marchais] Yes, we are in favor of the 35-hour week... 
(Question, interrupting] Paid how much? Paid how much? Paid how much? 


[Marchais] This is something to be negotiated between the trade unions and the 
employers because we are democrats, and we do not want to impose by law, as the current 
government is doing in the matter of the flexible working hours imposed on the workers 
and the trade unions. 


[Question] You give the employers even more freedon... 


{[Marchais, interrupting) The government and the National Assembly can draw up lavs 
starting from serious negotiations between the trade unions and the employers under the 
control of the workers. As regards flexible working hours we are told: You Communists 
are good for nothing. I think that those who are good for nothing are those who for 
years and years have been exploiting the workers and leading us to unemployment and the 
situation we know well. In fact the term good for nothing does not apply very well 
because in fact those people greatly benefit from the situation, believe me. The 
problems must be negotiated and solved by the trade unions. Consequently, we are not 
closed to this issue. We know it arises and must be examined, but not the way it is ~ 
currently done by the government because it is quite contrary to the interests of the 
workers. 
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[Question] One very precise question. Are you in favor of an end to the accumulation 
of pension and employment? 


{[Marchais] This slogan has been in existence in the enterprises for decades. At a time 
of unemployment, evidently, I have the tendency to answer you quickly: Yes, one should 
oppose such accumulation, but I go on immediately to add: To oppose the accumulation one 
must give the people who have taken early retirement or normal retirement the means to 
live in dignity after 35 years of work. Consequently, you know as well as I do that the 
retired people who worked hard all their lives and have been greatly exploited all 
their lives, when they are retired and take up a job elsewhere it is because in reality 
what they receive does not allow them to live in dignity as required by 1986 standards. 


[Question] You will take this money required to increase the pensions from the same 
place as that needed for the rest. 


[Marchais, laughing] I take the money where I find it. 

[Question] You are certain there will be money there? 

[Marchais] I take the money where I find it. I have answered you. I am certain 
without an opinion poll on it, evidently not a poll conducted among the capitalists, 
that is clear. But if you carry out an opinion poll on this issue [words indistinct]. 
When I say that the tax on wealth must be doubled and income tax must increase, believe 
me, the workers approve of it and they are right. 


BARRE, NOIR ADDRESSES SHOPKEEPERS ON TAXES 





LD210006 Paris Domestic Service in French 2300 GMT 20 Jan 86 


[Text] In Lyon, Raymond Barre and RPR Deputy Michel Noir took part in a rally otf 
several hundred shopkeepers. The two men expounded opposing theories on the profes- 
sional tax. According to Raymond Barre if this tax were to be completely abolished 
shopkeepers would be changed even more into tax collectors. According to the former 
prime minister, the professional tax on shopkeepers who invest and create jobs should 
be lowered. 


A short time later Michel Noir recalled in his speech the joint undertaking of the UDF 
and of the RPR to progressively abolish the professional tax over 4 years. 


PRE-ELECTION POLL IN RHONE FAVORS BARRE 





LD221133 Paris Domestic Service in French 0700 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Summary] In connection with the forthcoming elections, IPSOS [Polling Institute] has 
conducted the first of three surveys for France Inter, LE MONDE, and FR-3 [television]. 
The survey was conducted among a representative sample of 500 people in the Rhone 
Department on 13-16 January. The other two surveys will be in Bouches-du-Rhone and 
Paris. The findings show that voting intentions for the various lists are divided as 
follows: 34 percent for the Barre list, which would give it 4 seats; 31 percent for the 
Socialist Party list led by Charles Hernu, which would also give it 4 seats; 12 percent 
and 1 seat for the RPR; 8 percent each for the Communist Party and the National Front, 
and 1 seat each; and the ecologists’ list might obtain the last seat in the department. 
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The whole of the right, including the National Front, receives 54 percent of the voting 
intentions and the left gets 39 percent: these proportions are similar to those at 
national level. However, it must be remembered that 35 percent of those questioned said 
they still did not know which party they would vote for. Respondents were also asked to 
rate political personalities and 64 percent had a favorable opinion of Raymond Barre, 

63 percent of Charles Hernu, and 40 percent of Michel Noir. [fieures as heard] 


RPR NATIONAL SECRETARY ON UPCOMING ELECTIONS 





LD191353 Paris Domestic Service in French 1850 GMT 18 Jan 86 


{Interview with Alain Juppe, RPR National Secretary and Eurcpean MP, by Pascal Ouzelot 
on the “Expression “irecte™” feature, date and clace not given -- recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Quzelot] Alain Juppe, the RPR and the UDF have just signed a joint platform 
of government. What is the aim of this document? 


[Juppe] To show the French people that we are united and ready to govern together. 

We already said this on 12 April when we signed our agreement on joint government. It 
then was a matter of materializing it by announcing what we will actually do if we win 
a majority of the National Assembly. This has been done since the UDF and RPR signed 
the text of the platform, and I believe it is an important event in France's political 
life. 


Our aim is constructive. It consists of letting France enter a period of freedom, a 
phase of freedom, economic freedom, but also greater flexibility in working hours, 
greater choice for workers, greater participation of wage-earners in their firms’ life, 
greater freedom in education, communication, and culture. 


[Quzelot] Will these measures be a matter for negotiation with the president of the 
Republic within the framework of what is called cohabitation? 


[Juppe] We have always been extremely clear on this. If the election results gives 
the RPR and the UDF -- which I hope — an absolute majority of seats in the National 
Assembly, this will be a rejection of the policy pursued by Mitterrand. This is clear. 
If he had an acute democratic conscience, he would leave under these conditions. 
However, I do not believe he will go. Consequently, we will be forced t©° assume 
responsibility for exercising power since the Constitution provides that it is the 
government that conducts and determines the nation's policy. However, we will do so 

on the two following terms: first, the government must mirror the will expressed by the 
French people in its composition — it should be a RPR-UDF government; and second, 

this government must implement the policy we have proposed to the country, and no other. 
No compromise can be expected on this. 














VII. 24 Jan 86 ITALY &6 VATICAN CITY Ll 


CRAXI, MALTA'S BONNICI DISCUSS MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Craxi on Al-Qadhdhafi Message 


LD231142 Kuwait FUNA in English 1006 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Rome, Jan 23 (KUNA) -- The Libyan leader, Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has 
informed the Italian Government of his readiress to “form an alliance with the 
Mediterranean countries to stop any support for terrorism in the region", official 
sources said here Thursday. 


Sources of the Italian Government said Al-Qadhdhafi's message was conveyed by the 
Maltese premier. They added that the Libyan leader expressed his country's desire to 
have good relations with Italy and affirmed that Libya does not support terrorism. 


Al-Qadhdhafi also requested the Mediterranean countries not to allow the use of their 
military bases against neighboring states, the sources said. The same sources, who are 
close to the Italian Premier Bettino Craxi, said Craxi has expressed satisfaction over 
the contents of Al-Qadhdhafi oral message, particularly his antiterrorism stance. 


Craxi affirmed to the Maltese premier that the Italian Government is currently studying 
the possibility of holding a meeting between the Mediterranean countries to discuss the 
current tension in the region, according to the source. 


Details of Talks 
AU230908 Rome ANSA in English 0830 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] (ANSA) Rome, January 23 -- Maltese Prime Minister Karmenu Mifsud Bonnici 
discussed the (?requirement) for new measures designed to strengthen security in the 
Mediterranean and combat international terrorism in his hastily-scheduled meeting with 
Italian Prmeier Bettino Craxi Tuesday evening, it was learned here last nig ut. 


Bonnici indicated factors around which all the sides involved in these issues should 
seek to achieve consensus and disclosed that he had discussed these factors with 

Libyan leader Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, unofficial sources at the Italian premier's 
office said. 


These points were identified as: The commitment of states to not ensure any form of 
support or cover for terrorist groups; the commitment to not use military force against 
the states of the region; the commitment of each state to make certain that the military 
bases and hardware located on national territory are not used against any other state 
brought into the understanding. 


The Maltese head of government was said to have explained that these points are ideas 
and recommendations which can be more fully discussed in bilateral consultations 
conducted by the nations in the area, talks to possibly lead on to multilateral 
encounters. 


The issues, these unofficial sources said, were discussed by Bonnici and Craxi during 
their hour-long meeting at the Palermo Airport as the Italian premier was preparing to 
return to Rome at the end of talks in Sicily with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. 
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Craxi, for his part, was said to have reiterated the Italian position of absolute 


firmmess in the battle against terrorism in any form and wherever such acts may origi- 
nate. 


Italy, these sources recalled, had earlier launched the idea of involving the Medi- 

terranean nations in initiatives designed to strengthen the (?fight) against terrorisnz. 
The Italian Government intends to pursue this iine and will carefully assess all ideas 
and proposals which fit into the framework of confronting the growing terrorist threat. 


With reference to Bonnici’s point on the denial of backing and cover to terrorism by 
all the states brought into the understanding, Craxi reportedly took the view that 
this step could represent a fundamental factor for any new initiative aimed at weaken- 
ing the plague of terrorisn. 


The form and contests of such initiatives, these sources continued, would depend on 
future developments in the situation and on the form and breadth of the consensus 
it (?is) possible to gather in exploratory talks now underway. 


CRAXI, FINLAND'S SORSA DISCUSS GORBACHEV PROPOSAL 





AU230909 Rome ANSA in English 0845 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, January 23 — The new set of nuclear arms proposals advanced by 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and developments in the Middle East were among the 
issues discussed here Wednesday by Premier Bettino Craxi and his Finnish counterpart, 
Kalevi Sorsa in Rome for the annual session of the Governing Council of the inter- 
national Fund on Agricultural Development. 


A note issued by Craxi's office at the end of the encounter said that in the view of 
Italy and Finland, the proposals announced by Gorbachev contain elements which are 
encouraging and could open the door to new prospectives in disarmament negotiations. 


The Italian head of government, the note said, affirmed that these factors will require 
thorough examination. The spirit of the proposals, however, must be approved of be- 
cause it is evident that the only way to achieve total and general disarmament under 
effective international control is through negotiations and the gradual renunciation 
of forces in all armaments sectors, in a context of stability, balance and verifica- 
tion which consolidates confidence and peace, the note said. 


Craxi and the visiting premier also agreed that the climate of dialogue in this area 
cannot be strengthened without the renewed commitment of all sides involved to settle 
the numerous and worrisome tensions at work in various crisis areas around the world. 


In this connection the two heads of government moved on to an examination of the situ- 
ation in the Middle East and a discussion of the visit to the region planned by the 
Finnish foreign minister. 


Craxi and Sorsa then moved on to a review of bilateral relations and voiced hopes for 
the recovery of trade ties between their nations. 
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The Italian premier, the note concluded, accepted Sorsa’s invitation to conduct an 
official visit to Helsinki. Craxi will become the first Italian head of government to 
officially visit the capital. 


ARREST WARRANT ISSUED FOR ABU NIDAL 





AU231317 Paris AFP in English 1304 CMT 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] Rome, Jan 23, (AFP) — Italy today issued an international arrest warrant 
for Palestinian dissident leader Abu Nidal [Sabri al-Banna)], blamed for the terrorist 
attack at Rome's Fiumicino Airport on December 27 when 16 people were killed, in- 
cluding three assailants, law sources said today. 


Abu Nidal, who heads a breakaway extremist movement, has been sentenced to death by 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) led by Yasir ‘Arafat. 


The official grounds for issuing the warrant were not revealed. But a legal source 
said the warrant vas part of an attempt to find hin. 


Abu Nidal’s name is said to have been mentioned by the surviving suspected terrorist, 
Muhammad Sarhan, during interrogation. Mr Sarhan is reported to have said the commando 
belonged to the "Martyrs of Palestine,” which is linked to the Nidal group. 


Abu Nidal is the second Palestinian leader against whom Italian officials in Genoa 
obtained an international warrant. Abu al-‘Abbas [Muhammad ‘Abbas] head of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Pelestine (PFLP), who is accused of organising 
the hijackine last October of the cruise ship Achille Lauro. [as received!) 


POPE JOHN PAUL RECEIVES VIETNAMESE ARCHBISHOP 





AU172005 Rome ANSA in English 2000 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] (ANSA’ Vatican City, January 17 -- The ad limina audience of Vietnamese 
Archbishop Msgr Paul Nguyen Van Binh, [word indistinct] with Pope John Paul I! today 
was discussed by observers here as a signal of a shift in relations between the Hanoi 
government and the Holy See. 


The visit to the Vatican of the Ho Chi Minh City archbishop, as required for al! pre- 
lates every five years, came against the backdrop of 4 statement made by the pope 
November 24 during his Sunday Angelus message in which he lamented the “prolonged 
difficulties” experienced by Vietnamese bishops. 


These sources also cited a letter the pontiff turned over December 13 to Fanoi 
Archbishop Joseph Marie Trinh Van Canh, in Rome along with the bishop of Oui for the 
special synod of bishops. In this message, John Paul reportedly expressed his “afflic- 
tion” suffered by not being able to personally meet the 38 Vietnamese bishops. He 

was said to have named them, one by one, and voiced his special “affection” for them 
at the time. 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADORS APPROVED (ANSA) Rome, January 21 -~- The new ambassadors to Rome from 
Equatorial Guinea and Togo have been approved by the Foreign Ministry here. The 
new ambassador from Equatorial Guinea is Jesus Fla Abeme, while the ambassador from 
Togo is Boumbera Alliassounouma. Both diplomats will have their residence in Paris. 
[Text] [Rome ANSA in English 1530 GMT 21 Jan 86 AU) 














VII. 24 Jan 86 PORTUGAL 11 


POREICN MINISTRY WELCOMES CORBACHEY PROPOSAL 





LD221930 Lisbon International Service in Portuguese 1200 GT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] The Portuguese Government has welcome’ with interest the statements made by 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the CPSU secretary general, on the new Soviet disarmament proposal. 


In a statement released to the media, the Portuguere Foreign Ministry emphasizes that 
the new Soviet proposal appears, in certain aspects, to meet a few stands advocated by 
the members of the Atlantic alliance. The statement added, however, that only the 
presentation of concrete proposals by the USSR, materializing the public statements 
made by the CPSU secretary general, will allow for a definitive evaluation of the real 
significance of the new Soviet stands. 


The statement further mentions that Portugal is one of the countries which signed the 
treaty on nonproliferation of nuclear weapons and thus supports all serious in’ iatives 
aimed at ridding mankind of the threat of a nuclear holocaust. 


ANGOLAN MINISTER ON TALKS WITH CAVACO SILVA, U.S. 





MB231003 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 0500 GT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Im Lisbon yesterday, Pedro de Castro van Dunem, the Angolan minister of energy 
and petroleum, denied a report circulated by the Portuguese press which said Comrade 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola]-Labor Pary and president of the People’s Republic of Angola, had invited 
Portuguese Prime Minister Cavaco Silva to visit Angola. Speaking to ANGOP [ANGOLA 
PRESS) correspondents in Lisbon the Angolan minister noted, however, that the develop- 
ment of cooperation between Angola and Portugal might create conditions which would ir 
future justify a visit to Angola by Cavaco Silva. 


Pedro de Castro van Dunem also denied another report circulated by certain Western press 
and agencies, and carried by certain Portuguese newspapers which said the talks held in 
Luanda between Angola and the United States had examined the possibility of transferring 
SWAPO [South-West African Peoples Organization] fighters to the neighboring Republic of 
Zaire as a way of facilitating the finding of a solution to the conflict in southern 
Africa. The Angolan minister described the report as propaganda mounted by these in- 
formation organs, which are always fabricating reports for political gain. Comrade 
Pedro de Castro van Dunem added that Angola will not condone reports put out by 
imperialist agencies which are aimed solely at weakening the struggle being waged in 
southern Africa against the backward system of apartheid. 


In Lisbon last Monday, the Angolan minister of energy and petroleum, who is expected to 
return home today, handed a message to President Ramalho Eanes from Comrade President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos on the evolution of the political and military situation in 
southern Africa, particularly in Angola. Examined during his meeting with President 
Ramalho Eanes were issues connected with the talks held in Luanda between Angola and 
the United States, the situation in southern Africa, and the strengthening of relations 
between Angola and Portugal. The two sides reaffirmed their support fer the granting 
of independence to Namibia on the basis of UN Security Council Resolution 435-78. 


Pedro de Castro Van Dunem aleo held meetings with the Portuguese prime minister and the 
ministers of foreign affairs and industry and trade, with whom he discussed isswves con- 
nected with the future development of cooperation between Angola and Portugal. On the 
Cambamba Dan, the Angolan minister of energy and petroleum said that there was a 
Portuguese consortium which had submitted a bid to undertake the project, but that no 
decision had been made on it. 
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SWEDEN 


NAVAL OFFICER VIEWS SUBMARINE VIOLATIONS 





LD231638 Stockholm International Service in Swedish 1000 CMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Commander Goran Frisk, speaking during a panel discussion organized by the 
Swedish National Defense Society on Wednesday night, said: Our security policy has 
failed. Foreign submarine wits appear in our waters almost irrespective of Swedish 
defense efforts. 


Lars Adaktusson subsequently asked the commander to further explain his comments. 
This is what he said: 


[Begin recording] [Frisk] We have noticed for instance, that the traces on the sea 
bottom have become fewer. We have noticed that they show the periscopes less. These 
are I suppose the large differences: I do not wish to comment on the others. 


[Question] The adversary that the Swedish Navy is talking about, and which continues 
to violate Swedish territory, has become more cautious and avpears along all of the 
coastline from Haparanda to Stromstad, according to Coran Frisk. The actions are 
often coordinated. Several submarines, minisubmarines and submergible vessels sim!- 
taneously violate Swedish waters, often for 3 or 4 consecutive days. Commander Goran 
Frisk, is the reason for these violations that the Swedish defense publishes far too 
much information on the submarine search activities? 


[Frisk] Yes, we are not happy about the fact that so much comes out in the media. 
We want to conduct this quietly, without any leaks. We are satisfied with what comes 
out in the commander inchief's reports. There should be nothing else. 


[Ovestion] Can you give an example on information which has been leaked and directly 
damaged your work? 


[Frisk] It is not good not to have a few move traces fromthe seabed. [passage in- 
distinct | 


[Qwestion] So, the fact that the traces on the seabed at Horsfjarden were made public 
in connection with the Submarine Defense Committee's report has damaeed your work?’ 


[Prisk] Yes, one could say that. 


[Question] According to Goran Frisk the Soviet Union is behind most of the viola- 
tions. The object is partly to create a possibility for initial defensive deployment 
of submarines with nuclear arms and conventional submarines with cruise missiles, and 
partly to prepare for war, to create possibilities for surprise attacks against the 
Swedish coast. And since the violations are continuing, Goran Frisk thinks that Swedish 
security policy has faiied. 


{Frisk} One can say that when there is another nation’s presence on Swedish territory, 
then that part of the Swedish security policy has failed. But we have not yet been ex 
posed to armed attack and for this reason it is a failure at a low level, to put ft in 


one way. 
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[Question] This means that the enemy can draw for us (?unforgivable) conclusions? 
[Frisk] Yes, I cam imagine it can. 
(Question) What kind of conclusions? 


iFrisk] That Sweden in some kind of way has perhaps failed in this matter. In spite 
of what we say it is always the means of force which are taken into account. Then an 
adversary can think that there is a difference between what we say and what we do. 
This can be worrying since one can draw the conclusionthat what we do is more 
important than what we say. [end recording) 








VII. 24 Jan 86 USBITED KINGDOM Qo 1 


FURTHER REPORTACE ON SHIM'ON PERES VISIT 





Talks With Murphy 
AU231818 Paris AFP in English 1811 Of 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] London, Jan 23 (AFP) — Isrseli Prime Minister Shim'on Peres and U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State Richard Murphy continued a series of marathon secret talks 
here today in a bid to organise an international conference on the Middle East, reliable 
Mr Murphy resumed discussions at midday, the sources said, 
in four days yesterday had spilled into the early hours 
today. Last night's talks had gone “to the heart” of the Middle East problem, the 
Israeli Eabassy here said. They would meet again this evening, the reliable source 

be insisting that the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
pert in any conference until it renounced violence and recognised 


Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher told the House of Commons today, in Mr Peres’ presence, 
that these were indispensable conditions for PLO participation. Diplomatic sources 
said Mr Murphy and Mrs Thatcher had asked King Husayn when they met him here last week, 
to pressure PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat into accepting the conditions. 


Briefs Howe 
TA231009 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 23 Jan 86 p 1 
[Report from London by Jerry Lewis and David Horovitz) 


[Excerpt] "The PLO casts a heavy shadow over the peace process and an alternative to it 
gust be found,” Peres told British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher during their one 
hour and 40 minute talk at 10 Downing Street yesterday morning. 


Peres earlier breakfasted with British Foreign Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe and briefed 
hia on talks held with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Murphy in Holland 

on Sunday. Peres and Howe agreed that there were clear signs of a degree of readiness 
on all sides, including amongst the Arab states, for some type of international forun. 
Peres told Howe that with ‘Arafat continuing his acts of terror, he did not believe 
that the PLO was capable of taking any substantive decision. The one thing Israel and 
Syria agreed upon, Peres told Howe half-jokingly, was the role the PLO should have, or 
rather should not have. 


Howe questioned Peres on the quality of life in the territories and Peres pointed to 
liberalization in areas such as censorship and the flow of money. Peres said he would 


have preferred a more liberal policy, but that terrorism on the West Bank had made 
that more difficult. "The Palestinians suffer more from terroriem than we do," he 


said. 

UK To Lift Arms Embargo 
TA240744 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 24 Jan 86 p 3 
["Exclusive” report by Yosi Melman) 


[Excerpt] London — Britain will soon publicly announce the lifting of the arms 
embargo on Israel. 








tw 
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In addition, it plans to sell oil from its North Sea wells to Israel if the latter 
requests this. Britain also intends to again discuss vays to prevent British companies 
from surrendering to the Arab boycott. This was promised by British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher during a meeting yesterday vith Prime Minister Shim'on Peres in ber 
London office on Downing Street. The meeting lasted 1 hour and 40 sinutes, and was 
described as “good and friendly.“ Most of the meeting was devoted to a discussion on 
the Middle East, and the prime minister heard a report on Thatcher's recent talks with 
King Husayn. The two sides agreed to impose a blackout on the talk. 


FRANCE REPORTEDLY ‘PRESSURING’ TO USE ARIANE 





AU221626 Paris AFP in English 1613 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] London, Jan 22 (AFP) -- France has stepped up pressure for Britain to put 
its third Skynet military communications satellite in orbit on the European launcher 
Ariane instead of the U.S. space shuttle, diplomatic sources here said today. 


The French ambassador to Britain, Jacques Viot, will meet new Defense Minister Ceorge 
Younger tomorrow to discuss the issue, the sources said, and a decision should be made 
by the end of January to allow for technical changes in case Ariane is chosen. The 
first two Skynet satellites, called 4A and 4B, were designed to specifications for the 
U.S. space shuttle and are scheduled for launching in June and December. The Skynet 4c 
satellite in question should be launched in 1788. 


Informed sources here said the French had “done everything” to bring their costs closer 
to those of the Americans, but that an Ariane launching would still be more expensive. 


According to the sources, the European price for the first two Skynet lauwnchings was 
substantially higher than the U.S. cost, but both competitors are asking around 30 
million pounds (42 gillion dollars) for the Skynet 4C, according to official sources. 
However, the construction cost for an Ariane launching would still be eight million 
pounds (11 million dollars) higher, primarily as a result of changes in design, 
according to industrial sources. 


Although a switch to Ariane would come as 4 surprise here, reliable sources said the 
French financial terms had helped “cancel the handicap” of the higher construct ion 
cost. They also said that the choice could ultimately be more political than economic, 
influenced by the Westland affair in which the government was accused of secretly 
favoring a U.S. rescue bid at the expense of the European collaboration favored by 

Mr Heseltine. 
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REFUCEE COMMITTEE WELCOMES USSR PROPOSAL 





NC231801 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1730 Gt 23 Jan 8 


(Text) The Pan-Cyprict Committee of Refugees has issued 2 statement welcoming and 
expressing its satisfaction with the recent Soviet proposal for a Cyprus settlement. 

It describes the proposal as positive, constructive, and detailed, noting that it can 
serve as a guideline for « peaceful and lasting solution for the island. The comittee 
points out that this proposal seeks to restore the Republic's independence through 

the establishment of a free, federal, and denilitarized Cyprus. 


LISSARIDEIS INTERVIEWED ON POREICN POLICY 
NC200930 Nicosia I SIMERINI in Greek 19 Jan 86 p 7 


[Interview with Vasos Lissaridhis, chairman of the EDEK Socialist Party and president 
of the Bouse of Representatives, by I SIMERINI correspondent at Lissaridhis’ home 
in Nicosia — date not given) 


[Excerpt] Question: Your assemption of the presidency of the House of Representa- 
tives has caused apprehension about how you will handle the West's interests, especi- 
ally that of the United Stares. in Cyprus. Would you care to comment on this, con- 


sidering that even you support Western pressure on Turkey’ 


Anewer: Wo oue has personally told me of any apprehension about ay presidency of the 
House. After all, people who know the facts are aware that foreign policy is not set 
by the president of the House but by the president of the nation. The position taken 
by the U.S. Administration in many cases has been different from what Cypriot Helleniss 
had expected. However, we cannot deny that there are many pro-Cyprict forces within 
Congress, within the U.S. House of Representatives, in the sense that they correctly 
understand the scope of the Cyprus problem and are ready to help. These forces aust 
be wtilized. My duty as a parliamentarian is to mobilize those international parli- 
amentary forces which have a favorable attitude toward our cause and to widen the 
circle of forces which view this cause positively. Thus in this way I will confront 
the U.S. interests. 


Question: You have presented a theory involving the utilization of foreign interests 
in our area. In light of the open rift between the United States and Libya, we see 
these interests in our geographical region becoming even more involved and complicated. 
Tt is well known that your party, and you personally, have close relations with Libya. 
Do you believe that your role in the House will contribute to utilizing these foreign 
interests for our benefit? 


Anewer: I believe that we are not the only ones to have condemed any type of inter- 
vention in a emall country by a superpower. Even traditional allies of the United 
States such as Great Britain, which does not even have diplomatic relations with Libya, 
have woiced this condemation. If we accept the view that a superpower can intervene 
in a omall country because some terrorist action has taken place and it suspects that 
country A or cowmtry 8B is behind this action, then what will the position of Cyprus 
be? Some day Turkey might say that it is planning to intervene in Cyprus because 
there has been an Armenian or a Kurdish operation in country A or country B, and that 
Turkey allegedly suspects Cyprus to be behind this operation. Thus, it will be given 
the right to intervene in Cyprus. It is our duty, not only to a country that is in 
danger of intervention by a superpower but to ourselves as well, to oppose any attempt 
to interfere in the affairs of another country. Why do we have the UN organization? 
Why do we have the UN Security Council before which any country can submit its problem 


for evaluation? 
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‘The Libyan leader has said: “We have nothing to do with these terrorist actions. We . 
may feel sympathy for people who have reached the point of resorting to such acts, but 
we huve nothing to do with their perpetration.” We may one day be saying that we have 
nothing to do with any actions of which Turkey is charging us. If we accept the view 
that interstate relations can be governed by the rule that the strong may intervene 
against the weak, then I am afraid we Cypriots will pay for it. 


HOUSE APPROVES BILL ON RIGHT TO VOTE AT 18 





‘NC231527 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1500 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] For the first time in its history, the House of Representatives has approved the 
amendment of two constitutional articles. Specifically, it has amended Article 63 of 
the Constitution so that those who are at least 18 years of age will have the right to 
vote. The House of Representatives also amended Article 66 of the Constitution regarding 
the procedure for filling a vacant parliamentary seat. The amendment of these two , 
‘constitutional articles was done unanimously. The debate of the two bills took place 
during previous session of the House of Representatives. 


‘DPP LEADER MEETS SOVIET ATTACHE IN NICOSIA 





TA201753 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1630 GMT 20 Jan 86 

[Text] Democratic People's Party [DPP] leader Ismet Kotak today met with the Soviet 
|Embassy attache in Lefkose [Nicosia], (Aleksandr Manyukin), and discussed Cyprus and 
international issues. DPP Secretary General Ahmet Atamsoy and Deputy Secretary General 
‘Erdem Kasimoglu were also present at the meeting, which lasted 2 hours. The Soviet 
‘attache gave information on Gorbachev's proposal to eliminate nuclear weapons within | 
15 years. In turn, Kotak explained his party's views on the Cyprus problem, stressing 
,that it can be solved more speedily if the Turkish and Cypriot peoples negotiate under 
equal conditions. | | 





pee triwtat ,*e 








2 


24 


47 








Vil. 24 Jan 86 GREECE 51 


PAPANDREOU COMMENTS ON CONSTITUTION, PRESIDENCY 





NC231330 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 0500 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Texc] The Chamber of Deputies plenary session last night concluded its debate on 
the principle of revising those clauses of the Constitution pertaining to the juris- 
diction and powers of the president of the Republic. Last night's meeting was at- 
tended by Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, heading the cabinet; opposition leader 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis; and other party leaders. Voting will take place after the 
debate on the bill's clauses. 


Speaking on the principle of constitutional revision the prime minister stressed 

that constitutional reform had been a PASOK aim since 1975. He added that the change 
now being sought would entail a real transfer of power to the Chamber and that from 
now on there would be no tutelary head, whether local or foreign: Only the sovereign 
people would have a say. 


Opposition leader Mitsotakis accused the prime minister of taking everyone by surprise 
with his proposals for constitutional reform and for altering the provisions affecting 
the presidency. He also called on the prime minister to say whether he aspires to 
become president himself. 


In response, the prime minister described the discussion in the chamber as productive. 
Referring to Mitsotakis’ question on his future plans, Papandreou stressed that PASOXK 
has much work to do in the next 4-year period and the one after that, and concluded: 
“Let us, therefore, leave this matter to much later, although the position of the 
presidency does not fall within the scope of my ambitions.” 


SPOKESMAN DENIES COMPLICATIONS IN F-16 PURCHASE 





NC241251 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1200 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Government spokesman Miltiadhis Papaioannou, referring to certain press 
reports, made the following ctatement today: There is no question of any complica- 
tion in the purchase of the 40 F-16 aircraft. There are procedural matters to be 
dealt with so chat the agreement can be concluded but these are being resolved at 
the levels of the appropriate officials. 


DECISION ON EEC AGREEMENT HINGES ON DANISH VOTE 





NC231536 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1500 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] While commenting today on the Danish parliament's negative vote regarding 
the Luxembourg agreement, Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos said 
Greece will not sign the Luxembourg agreement on reforms to the Rome Treaty if the 
result of the Danish referendum on this accord is negative. 


Pangalos ruled out any renegotiation of the entire issue because, as he noted, this 
is a delicate agreement based on the lowest common denominator and it would be im- 
possible to start all over again. 
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INITIATIVE TO BEGIN WITHIN EEC ON IRAN-IRAQ WAR 
NC231254 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1200 G4T 23 Jan 86 


[Text] It has been learned that following yesterday's request by Arab envoys for 
Greek assistance in the search for an early end to the Iran-Iraq War, the Greek 
Government will undertake an initiative in this respect among the EEC countries. 
It will specifically request the EEC countries to combine their efforts and help 
find a solution to the problems between Iran and Iraq. 


KKE-INTERIOR COMMENTS ON USSR CYPRUS PROPOSAL 
NC232058 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1930 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] A statement issued by the KKE-Interjor party stresses that the latest Soviet 
proposal is a positive contribution to the treatment of the Cyprus problem. The 
statement adds: The Soviet proposal clearly places the question of the withdrawal 
of Turkish troops, which is of primary importance, within the framework of the search 
for a negotiated solution. The proposal also suggests a specific system of inter- 
national guarantees of Cyprus’ independence and calls for the permantnt members of 
the UN Security Council, as well as the nonaligned countries, to take part in this. 


Communist Daily Urges Support 
NC222204 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 22 Jan 86 p 1 


[Excerpts] The USSR has launched a very important and encouraging initiative for the 
solution of the Cyprus issue with yesterday's Soviet Foreign Ministry announcement of 
a specific and realistic proposal. The realization of this proposal could undoubtedly 
lead to a just and viable settlement of the Cypriot crisis. 


With its realistic, practical, and scrupulous nature, the new Soviet proposal clearly 
constitutes the only proper way of ending the dangerous state of stagnation facing the 
Cyprus issue and leading the problem toward a solution that would serve the vital 
interests of the Cypriot people and the cause of peace and detente in the eastern 
Mediterranean. All this is taking place at a time when, due to U.S. provocations 

in both the Middle East and the Mediterranean basin, the threat of war, with its un- 
predictable and destructive consequences, is increasing. 


Assuming its share of the responsibility, the Greek Government should not only give 
its unreserved support to the new Soviet initiative, but should also make every pos- 
sible effort to see that it turns out well. At the same time, the Greek Government 
must definitely abandon any illusion that the Cyprus issue can be solved by “appeas- 
ing” Washington and inciting the "interest" of the NATO and EEC “allies” who, as is 
well known, bear the primary responsibility for Cyprus’ continuing tragedy. 


BRIEFS 


MAJOR GENERALS NAMED -- The Supreme Military Council met yesterday and approved the 
promotion of the following brigadier generals to the rank of major general: Th. 
Kallioras, P. Makhas, A. Kondos, Y. Minakidhis, P. Tsikouris, V. Minioudhakis, Y. 
Siridhakis, S. Koukourakis, Y. Manikas, Th. Goulas, V. Papasotiriou, P. Rouselakis, 
D. Kiriazopoulos, Y. Tzekas, I. Yerakitis, and E. Karamaneas. [Excerpt] [Athens 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 23 Jan 86 p 21 NC) 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY ON SOVIET CYPRUS PROPOSAL 





TA231155 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1130 GMT 23 Jan 86 


{Text} The Turkish Government has announced that the Soviet proposal and stance regard- 
ing the Cyprus issue are not new. Confirming that it does not agree with the Soviet pro- 
posal in a short statement, the Turkish Foreign Ministry hinted in diplomatic language 
that it does not share the Soviet view concerning the method to be adopted in the settle- 
ment of the Cyprus problem and that the Soviet proposals will not help toward its solu- 
tion. 


According to Sedat Ergin, the Bayrak Radio and Television correspondent in Ankara, the 
reply given to Soviet Ambassador to Ankara Vladimir Lavrov also stressed the view that 
the proposal would contravene the UN secretary general's initiative. Cenap Keskin, 
deputy under secretary of the Turkish Foreign Ministry, informed the Soviet ambassador 
that the Turkish Government favors a peaceful solution to the Cyprus problem and 
reiterated that Turkey supports UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar's efforts within 
the framework of his goodwill mission. 


EVREN RESPONDS TO CEAUSESCU ON WEAPONS-FREE ZONE 





TA231131 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1000 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Turkish Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Necdet Tezel returned to Ankara after 
transmitting Turkish President Kenan Evren's response to Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescu in Bucharest. Tezel said that he will report to Evren on his meeting with 
Ceausescu and, if necessary, a statement will be issued on the matter. 


Evren’s message noted that Turkey is always prepared to play a constructive role in 
creating a nuclear- and chemical weapons-free zone in the Balkans. In response to the 
Romanian leader's so-called proposal to mediate between Bulgaria and Turkey, the message 
inquired as to how a dialogue can be conducted as long as Sofia continues to pressure 
Turks and does not explain its attitude to Ankara. The message also stated that if the 
Turkish president attends talks which do not discuss the oppression of Turks in all its 
aspects, this would be tantamount to Turkish acceptance of these pressures. 


EVREN RETURNS FROM VISITS TO TUNISIA, EGYPT, QATAR 





TA231525 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] President Kenan Evren has said that Turkey has stopped being closed to the out- 
side and has begun to open up to the world. Evren made this statement upon his return 
to Ankara from official visits to Algeria, Egypt, and Qatar. 


Prior to his departure from Qatar, Evren held bilateral talks with Amir Shaykh Khalifah 
ibn Hamad Al Thani for 1 hour at the State Guest Palace. Evren was then ceremoniously 
seen off by the amir of Qatar. In a statement he made to journalists abroad the plane 
on his way back, Evren recalled that there were circles which were disturbed from 
Turkey's establishing a good relationship with the Islamic world, adding that this was 
their own problen. 


Pointing out that each of the three countries he visited has historic md cultural ties 
with Turkey, Evren said that Tunisia, Egypt, and Qatar, like Turkey, are in favor of 
world peace and stability. Evren added that all three countries share the same views 
with Turkey on regional problems. We noted that officials in all three countries have 
expressed their willingness for economic cooperation with Turkey in all fieids. 
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Evren was ceremoniously received at the Esenboga Airport by Assembly Speaker 

Necmettin Karaduman. Presidential Council Member Nurettin Ersin, Prime Minister Turgut 
Ozal, Chief of the General Staff General Necdct Urug, opposition leader Aydin Guven 
Gurkan, as well as cther military and civilian officials were also present at the 


ceremony. 
PRIME MINISTER REJECTS REPORTED LIBYAN "EMBARGO" 





NC231444 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 20 Jan 86 p 1 


{Report by Orhan Uguroglu] 


[Text] Prime Minister Ozal has denied the following statement which Reagan's envoy, 
John Whitehead, made in Athens: “In conjunction with the Turkish authorities, we have 
determined the kind of embargo we are going to impose on Libya.” 


Ozal said: “We trade with Libya, and do not play political games with it. Thus, it 
is unthinkable that we would sever relations with Libya.” 


Ozal then stated that Turkey has rejected the proposals which President Reagan made 
through Whitehead, adding: "Whitehead suggested to me that Turkey not purchase oil 
from Libya. I told him that the suspension of our trade with Libya was out of the 
question. I also informed him that, in keeping with Ataturk's motto ‘peace at home, 
peace abroad,’ we trade with every nation without indulging in politics.” 


OZAL TO MEET PAPANDREOU IN SWITZERLAND 27 JAN — 





NC231501 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 19 Jan 86 p 1 
[Report by Sedat Sertoglu] 
[Text] Ozal and Papandreou, who will be in the Swiss town of Davos on 27 January, 


will be seeing each other for the first time. This meeting, which will be hosted by 
the Swiss president at a chateau, will allow the two leaders to get acquainted. 





Political observers stress that this summit will be a red-letter day, and will mark a 
turning point in relations between the two countries. Ozal is expected to concentrate 
on economic issues at the session, which will be held without an agenda and with no 
preconditions. Observers are advised not to adopt a tough attitude toward this 
meeting. 


ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ANDREOTTI ARRIVES 23 JAN : 





TA231259 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs Giulio Andreotti arrived in Istanbul today 
as the guest of Foreign Minister Vahit Halefoglu. Andreotti, who is being accompanied 
by a delegation comprised of his ministry's officials, will tour historic and tourist 
sites in Istanbul today. He will arrive in Ankara tomorrow. 


44 CF-104 FIGHTER PLANES RECEIVED FROM CANADA 





TA231845 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1700 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] The 44 CF-104 fighter planes received from Canada within the framework of 
military aid were handed over to the Turkish Air Force in a ceremony held at the 
Diyarbakir First Tactical Air Force Command. 
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Speaking at the ceremony, the Canadian ambassador to Ankara, Gilles Mathieu, said that 
the handing over of these planes to Turkey is very important from NATO's viewpoint. He 
added that such aid should be increased to Turkey, which constitutes the southern wing 
of the alliance. 


COMMENTARY CRITICAL OF SOVIET PROPOSAL ON CYPRUS 





NC240916 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 22 Jan 86 p 4 
[Commentary by Professor Fahir Armaoglu: "A Strange Affair") 


[Text] At a time when everything appears to be calm and, as we pointed out in our 
commentary yesterday, the Soviet Union seems to be engaged in a peace campaign, it is 
impossible to comprehend this “unexpected” and “hostile” Soviet behavior which runs 
counter to all its previous attitudes. 


We say “hostile” because the proposal published by TASS on behalf of the Soviet Govern- 
ment appears tobe clearly directed against Turkey. If the Soviet proposal was to be 
accepted, Turkey would have to completely abandon its present position in northern 
Cyprus, plunge the Turkish Cypriot community into an international adventure, the out- 
come of which no one could predict, and agree to its domination by the Greek Cypriot 
majority. 


Apart from the illogicality and absurdity of this approach, what is very strange is the 
fact that for the past 12 years the Soviet Union has not objected to the presence of 
the Turkish Armed Forces in Northern Cyprus. Nor has the USSR ever objected to the 
Treaty of Guarantee, which has existed for the past 26 years. It is equally strange 
that Moscow should now angrily and furiously attempt to wipe all this out with one 
stroke of the pen. There is an obvious contradiction here. 


It does not end there. Intercommunal talks which began in June 1968, and have been 
through various phases, are still going on to this day. It is impossible to describe 
as well-meaning the desire of the Soviet Union to force this issue on to a totally 
different course, fraught with dangers, at a time when no objection has been raised to 
the intercommunal talks. 


Again, the idea of an international conference, of which they make so much now, was 
actually put forward in August 1974. However, many countries concerned, including 
Turkey, were not sympathetic to the proposal, and the Soviet Union dropped it. 


We do not wish to make a categorical assessment. But all these contradictions 
undoubtedly indicate that the Soviet Union's policy against Turkey has undergone an 
important “change.” This goes beyond the narrow framework of the Cyprus issue. When- 
ever the Soviet Union wants to make a “sortie” [cikis) against Turkey, it always 
resorts to such displays. 


This TASS report reminds us of March 1945 when Turkish-Soviet relations suffered a 
serious crisis and tension. 


Let us wait and see. 
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VOTCP DEFENDS SOVIET PROPOSAL ON CYPRUS ISSUE 





TA240815 (Clandestine) Voice of the Turkish Communist Party in Turkisi ”! MI 23 (an &% 


[Station commentary: "On Soviet Proposal for the Solution of the Cyprus problen"| 


[Excerpts] Dear listeners: Aaother Soviet peace proposal has been announced. As was 
heard in our newscast, this proposal concerns the solution of the Cyprus problem which 
has caused Turkey's complete isolation in the world. 


' to news agency reports, the proposal comprises the following main points: 
Cy. .s8t remain an independent, sovereign, united, territorially integral, and 
nonaligned country. The fate of the island must be determined by the two communities 
living in Cyprus without any foreign interference. If necessary, Turkey, Greece, and 
certain nonaligned countries can be appointed the guarantor countries of the agreement 
to be reached. Again, if necessary, an international conference can be convened for 
the solution of the problem with the participation of the representatives of the two 
communities in Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, and UN Security Council member countries. 


As a consequence of the agreement to be signed at the end of such a conference, all 
foreign troops must be withdrawn from Cyprus and all foreign bases in the island must 
be dismantled. 


Dear listeners, this Soviet proposal has received favorable reaction in the world at 
large. Unfortunately, Turkey was again the only country to oppose this proposal. The 
representatives of the Turkish dictatorial government, who reiterated in all their 
Statements that they would never give up Turkey's guarantorship in Cyprus, have opposed 
the Soviet proposal which include this condition. 


In reaction to Soviet proposal on Cyprus, Foreign Ministry officials said: This is 

the same old stance. In this way they contradicted themselves, because as we have 
already pointed out, this proposal is based on the equality of the Turkish and Greek 
Cypriot communities. Moreover, dear Listeners, developments in line with this proposal 
are bound to be in Turkey's favor, they would prevent the use of the Cyprus issue by the 
U.S. Administration and would put an end to the use of the Cyprus issue as an element of 
pressure in Turkish-U.S. relations. 


However, the dictatorial regime has quickly rejected all this and has chosen the 
alternative of leaving Turkey isolated from the whole world. Instead of defending our 
national interests, it has prefered to pursue the U.S. (?policies) -- which it has 
brought upon us with its own hand — over good relations with all our neighboring 
countries. 


Another party which has opposed this proposal is the Denktas administration. Neglecting 
the presence of military bases both in the south and north of Cyprus and their activi- 
ties against the Soviet Union and the Middle East region, Denktas has announced that 
Cyprus is not an arena for the two superpowers. 


The peaceful and just solution of the Cyprus problem is an issue which interests 

Turkey, Greece, and the regional countries as much as Cypriots. The Islamic countrics 

are also in the same position. We are calling on all patriotic forces to examine these 

proposals with common sense and calm, without being deceived by the intrigues of U.S. 

imperialism which has a free hand in Turkey and without begin influenced by the blind- 
~ tag influence of nationalism. If not, there will be no way to put an end to Turkey 
“becoming a toy in U.S. hands as a result of the Cyprus issue. 
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CANADA 


RESULT OF U.S. CRUISE MISSILE TEXT QUESTIONED 





LD232101 Montereal International Service in English 2000 GMT 23 Jan 8 


[Text] Yesterday's test of the U.S. cruise missile over northern Canada did not go as 
well as originally reported. The missile crashed at the end of the flight. The U.S. 
military argues that that is not really a failure, saying the missile performed more or 
less as it should during the flight. However, the missile did not land properly, as the 
test required. Reporter Dick Gordon was at the Canadian forces’ base at Cold Lake, 
Alberta, where the military first announced a successful conclusion. He says the whole 
exercise raises questions about how the public gets information about these controver- 
sial tests: 


No journalists are allowed to see either the missile or any part of the test maneuvers. 
Once the test is under way, reporters and photographers are sequestered in a restricted 
area on the base. In that room we have to rely on whatever information the military 
decides to release. Captain Rose Hicks was one of the officers who originally told 
reporters the missile was safely on the ground. 


[Begin Hicks recording] The word that we got from the Americans was that the test had 
been concluded and that it was a success at that point, and then it was after the test 
was concluded that something went wrong. [end recording] 


Something went very wrong. I order to land safely, the cruise miseile was supposed to 
fly straight up in the air. First it burns off left over fuel, then it is supposed to 
turn off its own engine, spit out a parachute and float to the ground. We were told 
that's what happened. 


[Begin Hicks recording] It wasn't until quite a bit later that we found out that the 
missile had had an accident and that they were out looking for it. It took them quite 
a long time to get out and look for it because it had disappeared, presumably in the 
clouds. fend recording] 


Captain Hicks says the missile's still out in the bush. The Canadian forces’ retrieval 
team knows where it is, but ran out of daylight in its effort to recover the cruise or 
find out how serious the damage is. The recovery operation is still under way and this 
has caused a similar flight schedule for tomorrow to be postponed. U.S. Air Forve 
officials don't say when the tests will resume. 


ICELAND 





GOVERNMENT REJECT TRADE SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA 





WA241107 Reykjavik MORCUNBLADID in Icelandic 10 Jan 86 p 7 
{Article: "No Reason for Trade Ban") 


[Text] In its meeting yesterday morning, the government discussed a request from the 
U.S. Government for Iceland to begin a trade ban against Libya. The government stated 
that there was no reason for establiching such a trade ban, and Prime Min iater 
Steingrimur Hermannsson and Foreign Minister Geir Hallgrimseson conveyed this to U.5. 


Ambassador Nicholas Rewe yesterday. 


Prime Minister Steingrimur Hermannsson said yesterday that it had been determined that 
Icelanders were not carrying on any trade with Libya. The only tie with Libya was a 
contracted charter flight of Arnarflug [Airlines] there, and the government could not 
ban a private firm from making such agreements. 
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